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1. Introduction 

1.1 Reeves Transport Planning has been appointed to provide an assessment of the car 

parking impact associated with Richmond upon Thames planning application 

reference 14/2391/FUL.  This report has been drafted in line with the requirements 

of the Borough’s Transport Planning team, see email attached as Appendix 1, and the 

council’s published document ‘Richmond Parking Survey Methodology’ 

2. Background and Policy 

2.1 The proposal is to erect a two storey extension to the existing building, which will 

provide additional floor space to the ground floor and two new two-bedroom 

maisonettes.  Further alterations are proposed, to the first floor, that will convert 

and extend to provide two one-bedroom maisonettes and the erection of a side 

extension, which will provide a separate access to proposed residential dwellings. 

2.2 Richmond Borough Council’s Planning Team has advised that ‘any development must 

provide all the parking needs of the development within the site; or demonstrate that 

the lack of parking will not impact highway safety/existing on street parking with 

vehicles driving around roads; which are already heavily parked in the evenings by 

existing residents trying to find parking spaces.  As previously stated any application 

would need to be supported by an overnight car parking survey to ascertain the level 

of on street parking.  Policy DM TP 8 applies and you must address this policy.’  This is 

again noted in Appendix 1. 

2.3 Policy DM TP 8 (Off Street Parking - Retention and New Provision) of the Adopted 

Development Management Plan,  November 2011 notes ‘developments, 

redevelopments, conversions and extensions will have to demonstrate that the new 

scheme provides an appropriate level of off street parking to avoid an unacceptable 

impact on on-street parking conditions and local traffic conditions.  A set of 

maximum car parking standards and minimum cycle parking standards are set out in 

Appendix Four - Parking Standards  'Appendix Four - Parking Standards' for all types 

of development, these take into account bus, rail and tube accessibility as well as 
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local highway and traffic conditions including demand for on-street parking.  These 

standards will be expected to be met, unless it can be shown that in proposing levels 

of parking applicants can demonstrate that there would be no adverse impact on the 

area in terms of street scene or on-street parking.’ 

2.4  The National Planning Policy Framework, published in March 2012, has set out the 

Government’s planning policy and is now a material consideration in planning 

decisions.  Paragraph 32 notes that “development should only be prevented or 

refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts of development 

are severe”. 

3. Current On-Street Parking Demand and Capacity 

3.1  Surveys were undertaken at 4:00AM on Tuesday 23rd and Thursday 25th September 

2014.  The surveys were undertaken in accordance with the Borough Council’s 

‘Richmond Parking Survey Methodology’.  A full set of survey results and required 

mapping has been attracted, as Appendix 2.  The results illustrate that, across the 

whole survey area, parking stress was at 93.9%, with the parking stress on Tuesday 

being 95.6% and 92.7% on Thursday. 

3.2 On the Tuesday, there were a total of eight vacant parking spaces and on the 

Thursday there were a total of eleven vacant spaces.  There were a total of six and 

five vacant spaces on the two roads in the immediate vicinity of the site (Seymour 

Road and Haggard Road) on the respective survey days. 

3.3 There is a maximum capacity of 158 car parking spaces within the survey area.  This 

is based on the idealised parking bay length of 5.5metres, which is typically used to 

ensure that there’s sufficient space for large cars and for free access to the front and 

rear of a vehicle when parked.  This is a generous length, as drivers tend to park 

where they can and accept that there may be occasions when access to the front and 

rear of a car is not possible.  This is further supported by the number of cars 

surveyed on the respective days, as there were 175 parked on the Tuesday and 164 
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parked on the Thursday.  Vehicles will inevitably use parking spaces that are less than 

5.5metres in length. 

4. Proposed Development Parking Demand 

4.1 Appendix Four (Parking Standards) of the Adopted Development Management Plan, 

November 2011 notes that residential development, within the controlled parking 

zone, should provide one space per one and two bedroom units.  Therefore, the total 

off-street parking provision of the site should be for four cars. 

4.2 This increased demand added to the background on-street parking demand will 

increase the parking stress to 94.7%.  It should also be noted that this level of 

demand can easily be accommodated within the immediate vicinity of the site.  The 

table below illustrates the changes in parking demand created by this proposal. 

 

4.3 The ‘Richmond Parking Survey Methodology’ notes that parking surveys should 

extend only 200metres from the site.  The Chartered Institution of Highways & 

Transportation (CIHT) document ‘Guidelines for Providing for Journeys on foot’ 

(2000) notes that 200metres is a ‘desirable’ walking distance.  The same guidance 

notes that 400metres is an ‘acceptable’ walking distance and that 800metres is a 

‘preferred maximum’.  Consequently, this data should be considered as a worst case 

scenario of car parking capacity, as vehicles can use smaller parking spaces and 

Parking Stress Summary 

Whole Survey Area Streets near site 

Tuesday 
23rd September 

Thursday 
25th September 

Tuesday 
23rd September 

Thursday 
25th September 

Without 
Dev With Dev Without 

Dev With Dev Without 
Dev With Dev Without 

Dev With Dev 

95.2% 96.1% 92.7% 93.7% 78% 82.5% 91.6% 97.5% 
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residents would be willing to walk further than 200metres to secure a car parking 

space. 

5. Conclusions and Recommendation 

5.1 The proposal should provide a maximum of four car parking spaces for the 

development.  The results show that the average parking stress in the area was 

93.9% on the survey days.  The roads closet to the site (Seymour Road and Haggard 

Road) had an overall parking stress of 85%, with an average of five empty parking 

spaces.  

5.2 The parking stress exceeds the ‘target’ roads closest to the site but they can 

accommodate the demand.  The overall change in parking stress increases from 

93.9% to 94.7%.  If the demand created by the proposal is added on the roads closest 

to the site then there is an increase from 85% to 90.7%.  It should be noted that the 

potential increase in parking stress, associated with this proposal, is within the daily 

variation that can be expected.  The variation from Tuesday to Thursday was 2.7%; 

this proposal will increase parking stress by less than 1%. 

5.3 Policy DM TP 8 notes that proposals ‘will have to demonstrate that the new scheme 

provides an appropriate level of off street parking to avoid an unacceptable impact 

on on-street parking conditions and local traffic conditions’.  The National Planning 

Policy Framework notes that “development should only be prevented or refused on 

transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts of development are 

severe”.  

 5.4  The accumulative parking impact of this proposal is within the expected daily 

variation of on-street parking demand.  The demand can easily be accommodated 

within a short walk from the site.  The accepted methodology requires a parking bay 

of no less than 5.5metres and parking capacity within 200m of the site to be 

considered only.  
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5.5 Publicly available data notes that the average length of the ten most popular new 

cars, sold in 2014, was 4.2metres.  The ten most popular second hand cars, sold in 

2012, were on average 4.4metres long.  A walking distance of 200metres is defined 

by the Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation as being ‘reasonable’ 

and a 400metres walking distance is defined as ‘acceptable’. 

5.6  The information noted above illustrates that the parking demand can be 

 accommodated in the worst case scenario conditions of longest possible parking 

 space and shortest acceptable walking distance.  In this case, the cumulative parking 

 impact cannot be defined as ‘unacceptable’ or ‘severe’. 

5.7 It is recommended that the planning application should not be refused on the 

grounds of an increase in parking stress.    
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APPENDIX 1: 

RICHMOND UPON THAMES TRANSPORT PLANNING EMAIL 
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APPENDIX 2: 

SURVEY RESULTS AND MAPPING INFORMATION 

 

 



Key:

= PAY+DISPLAY, MON‐SAT, 0830‐1830

= PHO, MON‐SAT, 0830‐1830

= MON‐FRI, BUSINESS PHO, SAT PHO

= PAY+DISPLAY, MON‐SAT, 0830‐1830, MAX 2HOURS

= RESIDENTAL ON BUSINESS PERMITS

= PEDESTRIAN CROSSING MARKINGS

= DOUBLE YELLOW LINES

= SINGLE YELLOW LINES

= DROPPED KERB

= CAR CLUB

= DISABLED BAY

= BUS STOP

= PARKED CAR

= OBSERVED SPACE AVAILABLE

= PARKED ON YELLOW LINES

= PARKED ON DROPPED KERB

Publicly Available Data Car Lengths

New Car Sales (2014) Used Car Sales (2012)

Length (m)

1. Ford Fiesta 3.97 1. Volkswagen Golf  4.26

2. Ford Focus 4.36 2. Ford Focus 4.36

3. Vauxhall Corsa 4.00 3. Ford Fiesta 3.97

4. Volkswagen Golf 4.26 4. Vauxhall Corsa 4.00

5. Vauxhall Astra 4.42 5. Vauxhall Astra 4.42

6. Nissan Qashqai 4.38 6. BMW 3 Series 4.62

7. Audi A3  4.25 7. Ford Mondeo 4.78

8. Volkswagen Polo 3.97 8. Audi A3 4.25

9. Fiat 500 3.55 9. Volkswagen Polo 3.97

10. BMW 3 Series 4.62 10. Audi A4 4.70

Average Length 4.18 Average Length 4.33
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K&M TRAFFIC SURVEYS
DATE : 23rd & 25th SEPTEMBER 2014
DAY : TUESDAY & THURSDAY
LOCATION : RICHMOND RD, RICHMOND

ROAD NAME ZONE RESTRICTION METRES

B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 37.6 6 5 1 83.3% 7 0 100.0%
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 38.1

DROPPED KERB 28.6
E = RESIDENTIAL OR BUSINESS PERMITS 46.8 8 8 0 100.0% 8 1 88.9%

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 25
DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 18.1

PED CROSSING MARKINGS 6.1
DROPPED KERB 10.4

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 32
DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 18.4

DROPPED KERB 15.7
PED CROSSING MARKINGS 45.5

BUS STOP 19.5
DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 45.7

BUS STOP 19.3
PED CROSSING MARKINGS 44

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 42.6
PED CROSSING MARKINGS 38.7

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 61.9
PED CROSSING MARKINGS 4.8

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 21.8 3 4 0 100.0% 4 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 77.9 13 14 0 100.0% 15 0 100.0%

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 14.4
DROPPED KERB 29.8

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 46.1 8 7 0 100.0% 7 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 44.5 7 7 0 100.0% 7 0 100.0%

CAR CLUB ONLY 5.9 1 1 0 1 0
DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 10.3

DROPPED KERB 24.7
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 6.1 1

D = P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 2HRS 11.1 2 1 1 50.0% 2 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 121.2 20 18 4 81.8% 19 3 86.4%

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 104.9 4 2
DROPPED KERB 16.8

B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 58.7 10 9 1 90.0% 10 0 100.0%
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 37.5 1 2

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 49.5 8 9 1 90.0% 8 2 80.0%
DROPPED KERB 16

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 22.5 4 4 0 100.0% 4 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 68.3 10 12 0 100.0% 1 1 50.0%

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 14.1
DROPPED KERB 39.4 1

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 56.9 10 11 0 100.0% 11 0 100.0%
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 23.4 1

DROPPED KERB 6.1
DISABLED BAY 4.8 0 1 0 100.0% 1 0 100.0%

B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 34.5 6 6 0 100.0% 5 1 83.3%
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 11.6

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 35.5 6 7 0 100.0% 7 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 58.6 9 11 0 100.0% 11 0 100.0%

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 9.1
DROPPED KERB 28.4

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 30.3 5 6 0 100.0% 6 0 100.0%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 64.8 10 12 0 100.0% 11 1 91.7%

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 13.1 1 1
DROPPED KERB 16.3

A = PHO & P&D MON TO SAT 0830-1830 MAX 4HRS 30.3 5 6 0 100.0% 5 1 83.3%
B = PHO MON TO SAT 0830-1830 18.8 3 3 0 100.0% 3 1 75.0%

C = BUSINESS PHO MON-FRI, SAT PHO 26.4 4 4 0 100.0% 4 0 100.0%
SINGLE YELLOW LINE 8.4

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 9.7
CAR CLUB ONLY 4.8 1 0 1 0
DROPPED KERB 22.3

SINGLE YELLOW LINE 62.1

TIME : 0400

TUESDAY 23rd 
SEPTEMBER 2014

THURSDAY 25th 
SEPTEMBER 2014

TIME : 0400
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