SERVANTS HALL
1759 -60

1762

1781

1956

G/1/7
construction
Servant’s hall
Servants Hall
‘Kitchen'

Built as part of the new service rooms to allow the building of the Great Cloister and Gallery, The round
Kitchen and the Servants Hall were first built to allow the demolition of the 1748 senvice range to progress the
consfruction of the new fine rooms. The Servants Hall was conceived as a single-storey structure with a
rectangular plan with two lancet-shaped windows o the north originally glazed with leaded lights, as was
used for much of the glazing on the north elevation.  The configuration of walls and doors is somewhat
dlfered from the C18. The door 1o the north, G/1/7 D 1 was the only means of enfry during the C18. The
square-section intenfionally primitive frame, the door leaf equally survives but its pesition and swing altered.
Until the early C20 the door leaf was positioned on the north side of the frame, swinging inward which
emphasised he sequence of framing archways o bays one and three and the cenfral niche in the
passageway o the south (G/1/4).

The repositioning of the east partiion and the infroduction of an open door duting the C19 (1859) and the
cutting of a modem doorway to the Back Stairs (G/1/17) altered the circulation and diminished the plan of
the room and of the caretully laid-out elevation of passage o the south.  For the interior, virtually nothing
remains of the built-in features apart from the quirky contemporary fimber post which supports the east
projecting bay of the Tibune. The leaded wrought-iron casements with leaded lights were removed during
the later C19 when the glazing scheme was updated and simplified.

During the C20 dry rot repdairs to the north elevation (1933, 1958, 1972, 1984) the frame of western window
(G/1/7 W 1) was reversed, the putty edge of the glazing and the C18 security bar are now both intemal. The
westermn porfion of the ofiginal plaster ceiling was lost in the C20, possibly in 1953 after the fire in the Tibune
and replaced with what appears 1o be sheet-asbestos, The kitchen fitings including sink, ventilation system,
buiit-in work top and the wall tiles all date from the refurbishment by Richardson & Houfe (1958-59) or iatfer.
The proposed alferation recovers the plan of the room as know 1759-60 until it was reworked for use by St
Mary's College 1924-34.
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[TEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

CELING
Easter portion on other side of partition is loth and plaster. | 17569 -60
Westemn portion (within 1859 partition) possibly asbestos | C20 Remove and restore celling.
board, painted with white gloss paint. Notices PINNED to
sheeting.
1759 -60 Lath and plaster, evidence visible from above;
1925 - 62 Alferation of ceiling materiel; inserfion of fibrous sheeting, possibly an
alteration instructed after the Tribune fire;
WALLS
Brick constructicn. Finished surface files. 17569 -60
South East: masonry partitions infroduced fo form plate | 1859 Remove to restore C18 volume of room.
safe.
East: Masonry 1859 Removed and repositioned following beam.
1759 -60 Construction of a square-planned room as the new servant's hall; footprint
of room remains unattered until mid C1%.
1859 east wall relecated, pulling wall inward to west and on an oblique angle,
angle of wall remaing not understood; W2 relates to G71/6;
1859 plate safe added to south wall, presume added during 1855 - 463
alterations
1925 < configuration of walls remains the same though doomway added linking
room to ack stairs in 1958,
FLOOR
Marble-chip terrazzo flooring. Red porphyry colour witha | Early C20 Restore original floor levels with new teracofta floor
banded boarder of grey and black; skifting infegrated into files to match G/1/14 {door embrasure)
floor. Floor level 70mm lower from level of scullery.
CHIMNEYPIECE
Fireplace of chimney used to house hot water boiler, lined | [<1958) chimney plece removed. stip baoiler
with white ceramic tiles, hearth stone remains undemeath
boiler. Fitted with a hecating boiler.
WINDOWS 178Cs Engraving View of Prior's Garden windows with fimber frames (as at present)
and leaded lights
W1 eastern window W1 17460 - 61
see W1 G/1/6 Reverse window frame as adjacent G/1/7 W 2,
in original position. ~1972 This window reversed during campaign of works. Restore leaded lights.
W2 As W1, now relates to scullery, in original W2 1760 - 61

oosition,

Restore leaded lights.

Gf1/7 Sevants Hai
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ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

DECORATION

Yellow low-fired files like G/1/6 with areas renewal and loss.
Terrazzo floor is from an earlier fitting out of the oom.

Joinery painted gloss whife,

FIXTURES
Ventiiation hood and duct fixed cn east partition wall

Presurmed part of 1958 refit of house.

strip out

Safe
‘Butier's’ piate safe built-in

1859 Added during the reworking of the senvice rooms by

Context for which the safe worked has been lost,
consider removing

G/1/7 Servant's Hall
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[TEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS

DOCUMENTS

Lefters
11 370n +38 1756 Servants” hall ot

1762 Mays  ‘pd for the building of the gallery, cloyster,
Cratory, Sernvant's hall, celiar, larder, staircase by
the Kitchen, privey, Screen to the litle garden, & finishing
Kitchen, Larder, Scullery & Serts hall
1241 8 O Toynbee Accounts @

1763 Sept9 [HW to Conway] My Lagy A, Is aborninable: she setfled a party fo come
hither, and put it off for @ month; [FN 31] and now she has been here and | TRIBUNE - VISIT
seen my Cabinet, [FN 32 Mann vi 49 ..] she ought to fell you what good
reason | had not to stir. If she has not told you that ifs is the finest, the
preftiest, the newest and the oldest thing in the world, | will not gc to Pak
Piace on the 20™, as | have promised. [FN 33) Ohl But tremible you may for
me, though you will net for yourself-all my glories ware on the point of GALLERY - construction
vanishing last night in aa flame! The chimney of the new Gallery, [FN 34]
which chimney is full of deal-toards, and which Gallery is full of shavings,
was on fite ot eight o'clock. Hary [FN 35 Henry Hones, HW's servant 1752
Montagu | 132) 10 1762, The same day as the present lefier (? Sept.), HW wiote to SERVANT's HALL
Grosvenor Gedford that 'my servant, Henry Jones, is grown old and wants fo refire.’
sefting forth the qualifications and duties of a successor. who 'is 1o be steward and
butier.” As of 28 Sept., however, Jones was stillin HW's ermploy (posi 28 Sept. 1762, sub
30 Sept.). had quanealled with the other servants, and would net sit in the
kitchen: and to keep up his anger had ighted a vast fire in the servant” hall,
which wis under the gallery. The chimney took fire; and it Margaret [FN 36
Margaret Young (fl. 1760 - 86) had not smett it with the first nose that ever a
servant had, a quarer of an hour had set us in a blaze. | hope you are
frightened out of your senses for me: if you are not | will never live In a
panic for three of four years for you again. 8 175

KITCHEN - USE

GA/7 Servant's Hall
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ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

1791 Oect20

As | 1ose out of bed Philip 1oid me he would not disturty my rest last night Dut
before | came home a messenger had arivad frorm Strawberry to say that
at five yesterday in the evening ong of my gardener's men [FN 3in his wil
dated 15 May 1753, WH leaves £10 to his gardener, Christopher Vickers; and £20 to
‘my Gardener's Man,’ Thomas Farr. 1ad in my wood-walk discoverad my poor
servant John's bogy hanging in a tree near the chapel and adlrecdy
putrefied! [FN 4 [-so he must 12369

have dispatched himself on the Friday moming [FN 5 14 Oct.] on which he
disappeared-| had then leamnt fo my astonishrment that he had not even
taken away his hat with him, and had dropped down from the library
window, a dangercus height! [FN ¢ | All this it seerms was occasioned by the
housekeeper, [FN 7Ann Bransom.] 0s she always does. locking all the doors
below Gs s0on as she knows eveybody is In bed-and thus he could not
get his hat out of the servant's hall [FN 8 The men-servants slept on the top fioor
of the eastem section. the women on the top floor of the middle section, Before the
housekeeper retired 10 her room, probably the one over the Holbein chamber, she
locked gl the outside doors, and the doors which led to the middle section on all three
fioors. John, therefore, could not get into this part. on the ground floor of which was
the Servants’ Hall. Apparentty the housekeeper also locked the doors to all the rooms
except the one to the Library, for if the other rcoms had been accessible, John would
have chosen the windows in them, since they were considerably lower than the

windows in the: Library.] —if poor soull He did look for it-probabtly not!
12370

1958 Dec

Sir Albert Richardson Plan

[plan recording and with proposal of the restoration of the norih
enfrance. Room marked as ‘Kitchen' similar to  present
arangement with three doors, door to west leads fo a closed

cupboard and net a through passagewdy ds present.]
BEDS ROLL RGH/2/335

G/1/7 Servant’s Hall
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GREAT CLOISTER
1759

1790s

1855

G/1/8

The cloister

The Great Cloister
[Subdivision in three rooms]

[HW to Chutfe] WELL, how delightfull How the deuce did you contrive to get such proportions? You will certainly have all the women with short
logs come fo you to design high-heeled shoes for themn. The cloister, insfead of a wine-callar, has the air of g college. It has already passed
the Seals. Mr Minfz has commended if in o plece of every language, and Mr Bentiey is at this moment turning it oufside inwards. — I asslre
you, Mr Chute, you shall aiways have rmy custom.  You shall design every scrap of the ornaments; and if ever | build o palace or found a Cify,
{ witl ernploy nobody but you. as 110

Designed by John Chute before Novermber 1759 and built from 1760 after the after the demolition of the Walpole's first setvice buildings. Walpole
describes the Great Cloister as completed and in use by 1764. The room in its first form was of five bays following the fenestration of the gallery above with
the south wall pierced by five arched openings. Chute's graceful design gave the room 'an air of a college’ in Walpaie's own words.  The bays of he
infernal north elevation were dermarcated by two doors, positioned in bays one and five, two windows with iron grills in bays two and four and a niche in
the central bay. John Carter's view of the 1780s shows the room as fully fitted, the piers of the norh and south walls punctuated by ancient-looking turned
stands for pots and ‘Welsh' chairs purchased at the sale of the fellow Goth Dicky Baternan. The room functioned as an Halianate loggia forming a
fransiionat space from format rooms on the floor above 1o the pleasure ground due south.

Prior to 1855 and possibly as early as 1820 the arches of the south wall were infitled, and the upper portion fitted with a lkancet-shaped wrought-iron frame
window with hinged casements. This alferation of the space possibly occurred prior to 1828, as J C Buckler's sketch of the south elevation suggests the
windows are dlready in place. The openings of the north elevation of the room have been dltered in the mid C19 to form new bed and dressing rooms.
The 1855 works divided the toom into three spaces. At the eastemn end, the first bay was a dressing room linked through a new passage 1o the Beouty
Room (G/1/16). now covered by the neo-Georgian cupboard front, A fragment of wallpaper concealed by the 1924 cupboard can be matched to a
paper ordered by Lady Waldegrave from Cowtan & Sons in 1855. The new passage required the near full demdciition of the eastemn niche, though the
northern edge survives entomied within C20 lath and plaster infill. The second room, a bedroom, filled bays two and three and was given Its own fireplace
(surround lost], the flue was cleverly concedled within the buttress between the bays. Access to the bedroom was through a pair of doors on the north
wall through bays two (C18 window opening) and three, the biind recess where Walpole haa positioned the classical vase on an altar purchased at the
sale of Charles Price. The westemmost two bays were given over to a third rcom, which was provided with a comer fireplace (smaller than the one at
present). The positions of the door and window on the: north wall were reversed, the door with its suitably medieval-inspired iron studs and doorcase was
retained and only in the 1920s were the small windows added, The 1761 niche inthe west wall was refained and only the lower porion filled in.

During the Pugin and Pugin repairs to the house the cupboard was infroduced (G/1/8 D2) and the fireplace was buiked out info the room. At about this
time the eastein door leaf was lost but the 1761 archittave and frame refained.  Ouring the AER repairs from 1962, the eastern 1855 pariition was
demoiished, the linking door in the westerm partition introduced (G/1/8 D3) from another pesition and the post-1924 cupboards (G/1/8 D6 & 7) were brought
from the Pantry (G/1/3). The larger eastern room of three bays functioned as the Fathers’ informal retining room and was decorated with a Gothic wallpaper.
The wastern room was used by the housekeeper. After the removal of the Fathers, the wastem room was used as an office by the head of the Guides when
the draft lobby was intreduced . The present decoration of both parts of the room dates from 1972 and the late 1980s.

Though the room was enclosed during the early C19, major architectural elements of Chute's design have survived through the cycle of alterafion and
renewal. Beneath the later alferations the volume and much of the quality of the Great Cloister survives. The low grein-vauited ceiling worked in plaster
on lath and many of the corbels remain unaltered. The walls largely retain their C18 plasterwark, and the complete western niche, ¢ fragment of the
eastemn niche and the beaded edge of the central recess, though concedied., are thought 1o survive. The unaltered frame of both doors and the westem
door leaf and the window architrave all remain from the C18, whilst the niche, recess and a substantial portion of the floor are in sftu.

43



e

i

e

1257

Frgicy Toat GO

_-5*:;*5;:&'3«” M

L i

G

Topeige

e ol

i PO 3 A Ui BOTR T <|;$\‘fq-

LE




[TEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
NICHE
East: North edge survives within |ater wall facing. 1761
1855 link passage inserted.
West
Formed with a Tudor arch head, extending to plinth of | 1761 rmodified, originally extending to floor. See Carter,
wall. Eliptical in section, the outer edge defined by o
bead moulding.  The interior of the niche lined with
woodchip paper and painted.
Centre, north wall bay 3 Restore niche by removing iater vertical board and
recess with flat architrave flat architrave to reveal bead as in &/1/8 N2
1760 Formed as part of first construction and remained until the mid C19;
1781 Published Plan
1784 Western niche shown in Carer and Harding's [1800] copy of Carler's
watercolour.
1784 The Great Coyster.

At each end, a blue and white china flower-pot: and in the micdle, a fine
antique marble vase, on a pedestal with a Greexinscription; bought af the:
sale of Chase Price, esq; in 1778.

Eight very ancient Welch chairs, tumed, and four stands: bought at the sale

of Mr. Richard Baternan of old Windsor, Description 80

1855 {Ecst only) Beauty room connected to first bay of Great Cloister

1924 - 34 {East only) passage built over with cupboard
SKIRTING
The skirting varies in detail throughout both compartments Restore fall stfone skiring where missing to match
of the rocm. orniginal on west warl,
Eastern compartment, composed of small pleces sections
similar,  In square section and dimension; south wall
appears 1o hove been renewed when arches filled,
though skifing fo pier twe may predate infiing of
archways, North wall skirting of square section, divided by
bays and may represent survival.
Westerm room renewed by Sebastian Pugin Powell, upper | 1924 - 34
edge moulaed with a half-round moulding.

1761 - 62 surviving medel in blocked niche

1780s J Carter view

1790s G Harding view

>1855 Reom subdivided, skitfings alterred

1924 - 34 partial renewal

1958 - 62 areqs renewed when partitions removed

G/1/8 Great Cloister
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ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

FLOOR Insert new french heaters in marging of restored stone
Fitted carpet, rubber-backed. In the eastemn section laid | ~1990 floor as show on drawing.
over compressed paricle board. In the westemn section
over sheet goods.
From east, bay 1: Stone pavement, rectangular boarder | 1761 Aug The cloister is paveing 9 385
and diagonat field as 1780s Carter watercolowr,
From east, bays 2 - § board floor, naited. 2/2Cih9 Insened when room divided and converted to dressing and bedrooms.
1761 Aug20 [HW to Montague] The cloister [FN 5] is paving, the privy-garden making,
@ 385+n
1780s Pavernent cs illustrated in the Carter view of the 1780s
=1855 Paritions added and use of room changes. The first eastern bay remains
of stone paving and four western bays altered to nailed boarding.
[1972] The floor carpeted and possibly renewed in
~1990 The existing carpet probably dates from this period,
WINDOWS Restore stallboards with verticat sliding shutters to
Position of present windows conceived as open archways, | 1759 Design by Chute reveadls to G/1B W 1, W 4 & Wb to mateh originals
the width of present window opening. See W Swherelines | 1761 Built as an open arcade G/1/8 W2 + W3 after removing modem plaster
of arch aperture extend fo flocr. All windows are shaped | ~1820 South wall enclosed, uppar portlon of arches filled with wrought iron Gothic stalllbeards.
Qs a low Tudor arch, W 1 - 4 are of the same length. window frames. W 4 + W 5 survive from this period
1826 BLickler view with south elevation glazed.
Window construction can be divided into two groups; W | ~1855 Neorth Wall giazing and doors altered to reflect changed use.
1 -3, though W 1 appedars fo have been maodified and W W1 -W 3 renewed and fitted with rising shutters
4 + 5 are similar but not identical to each other in detail,
G/1/8W 1 Eastern most window, bay 1 ~1855
archifrave  none architrtave  none
frame  Timber frame with chamfer edge. frarme
shutter  LOST, vertical rising shutter cs W2 + 3 shufter  [1855] LOST, with aadition of central heating.
casement  Wrought-iron framework forming interlaced caserment  ~1820
fracery. Opening divided into five equal-
sized lancet shaped frames, The area
above filled with four Imregular diamond-
shapes.  Below, 1 + 5 wih hinged
casement swinging outward.
glazing  Shaped panels of cylinder glass with some glazing <1900; C20
areas replaced with  float, Two
comparitments cracked,
ircnmongery ironmongery
fumniture  Fitting for privacy curtain, relating to #s C19 furniture 1855
use s g dressing room
other Extemaly, verlical bars of milled steel, other >1924

round section, fitted fo external frame.

G/1/8 Great Cloister



ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

W2
architriave
frame

shutter
casernent
glazing
ironmongery

furniture
other

Second Bay

Timber lining to architrave, insered fillsts
and iron wheel for counter

Centre casement hinged; swing Inward

pinions formed from wrought iron frame,
variation of W 1

AsW 1

W2 Aswi

W3

no vaniation from W 2

w4
architrave
frame
shutter
cosement

glazing

irenmongery
furniture
other

South wall bay 4

none

Timber frame with moulded bead,

none, pinions inside of window for closure
As W 1 but with the ends of the vertical
members wrought with ¢ dove-tail and
fixed into the frame.

Mixture of float and cylinder glass. Upper
three panels of glass repiaced with sheet
metal.

AsW 1 - security bars

~1820

1924 - 34

W5

architrave
frame
shutter
caserment

glazing
ironmoengery
furniture

South, bay 5
Shorterthat W1 - W 4

asw4

Cenfral pane! hinged, different detailing
from all windows casernent frame slighter,
glass aftached by tinned clips.

crown glass

~1820

Alter Window opening G/1/8 Wb to match adjacent by
lowering sill and extend joinery to match, G/1/8 W 4,

G/1/8 Great Cloister 47



ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
Wé  North Wall Dismantie and resfore architrave to bay 4 as shown in
archifrave  Only on external face (in G/1/4) architrave qppearstobe C18 John Carter and George Harding watercclours,
frame plain, flat faced timber, the inner edge frame appearsto be C19
moulded with cyma recta and filet Restore frame, casements and glazing based on
shutter None evident shufter  no evidence surviving related example 5/1/8 W. Restore security bars
sash  Fixed two light sash divided verfically casement as shown by Carter and Harding.
glazing Cast float glass with ‘sanded’ privacy glazing
pattem ronmongery
ironmongery  none furniture
furniture  none
W7  NorhWall, bay 5 Wé  Posftion of C18 door, window inserfed 1855 - 63. Reintroduce window fo position of bay 2, base
architrave to  G/1/4, type 1, fimber pegged architave 1761 - 62 architrave on W 6.
congtruction.
frame  plaster embrasure frame =>1855 Frame, casements and glazing fo follow surviving
shufter — shutter — related example S/1/8 W.
casement  fixed, divided verically with single timicer casement >18585
astragal Restore security bars as shown by Carter and Harding
glazing obscured glass glazing =>1855 and archaeological evidence,
DOORS
G/1/8 D1 norh D1 1761 Remove dooiecf and reinstate Type 3 based on
architrave  type 2 with plinth architrave 1761 surviving door G/1/8 D 4. Resfore door swing.
frame  Positions of deadbolts marked frame  1761; deadbolts os in 1780s Carter
leaf  Five panels (thiee glazed) leaf 2 /2 C20: should be type 3
ironmongery  butt hinges on west side ironmongery 1761 hinged on east as per 1780s Carter
furnitire  Brass knob furniture 2 /2 C20
G/1/8 02  eaqst, position of niche D2 Openingintroduced ~1855; 1924 - 34 Dismantle to store to reveal and restore niche.
Relates in design and construction detail to
cupboard in G/1/20. The interior lined with
vertical boars with three rails.
architrave  Fillet with cyma recta architrave 1924 - 34
frame  Flot board to 1855 opening. frame 1924 - 34
leaf  Neo-Georgian design, four panels, with leaf 1924 - 34
applied bead decoration.  Over C19
opening rcnmongery  later C20
ironmongery  butt hinges, machine-made locks furniture  later C20
furniture  plastic pul

1748 passage o HW's new service rooms

1761 niche formed
~1855 Opening infroduced, passage to beauty room infroduced
>1924 passage blocked, cupboard introduced.

G/1/8 Great Cloister 48
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