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1763 June 12 THW 1o hann)

The enclosed enchonted lifle ondscope then is Srawbery Hill, et williny
fo expicin 5o much of it to vou s will help o st '.rc:lu kricw wﬁers:':lbﬂl.ﬁs e
Dre,when S O 3 10ys s BunzomitdaEe N w

LT
RS PO ey paraned; I = ¢ oee dooa grher Mgy oo an Lo
hemife b 5 [ e sl

P v cmzi e wt

hence unde| h-.-o gl-::vorm ::lrches ',-'c:.u coma o the hall c:md st-:::lr-::.c:se,
which It is imgaossible 1o describe 1o you, os it s the most particular and
chief baauty of the costie, [FM 9] Imagins the walls coversd with || call it
poper, bt it B regly papsr painted In peepecive 1o represent] Gothic
fretworc the lightest Gothic balustods 1o the salrease, adomed with
orfelopes [ our supporss) beaning shiglas; leanwindows fatfened with fch
saints i painted gloss, and o vestibuls [FN 10] open with thres arches on
I landing placs, and niches full of topties of old coats of rmail, Indion
shields maos of minocecs's Rides, broadswards, Quivers, 1oRg Dows,
amows ond spears-all supposed o be taken by 50 Ty Robsar [FR 11] in
the holy wards. But as none of this regarnds he enclosed drm-dr‘g | will poss
1‘(}1?1,;]1 e |

bt
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WORKS

1763 Sep

[Hw fa Bentiey] The coltedd is pretly, ond hassevend iomios, and clustess
of light pllors of Derbyshire maitie, iately cleanad,  Gothicism ond the
restoraiion of that architecturs, and nof of the bastard bieed, spreads
extremely in this part of the world.  Prince Afburs [Fd 32) fomiz, from
whenoe wie took the paper for tne halb and staircase, [Fre33] fo rmy grect
sUrplise, s on a less scobe than the papsn and B not'of brass but stana,
ared that wiatchedhy whitewioshed., The nichas are very smiall, and the long
slips In the middle ars divided evary now and fhemwith the 1l Thane &
afing fomb for Bishop Hough, [£M.34) Inthe Westminster Atibey style: butfne
ooelisk ot the bak s nat loacea with o globe and hurman figure, like Mr
Kent's |FN 35) design fomn Sie sooc Mewion: [FN3s) an absurdity which
nothing Bl firmselt could surpass, when he placed thres busts ot the foot
of an oifs—ond, not comtert with that, ploced them at the very
angles—whers they have os litle to do as they hove with Shakespaars, [FY
AT 35 150

1753 e

p® Mr Abbot for paintens Wiork
1o the Shaoicase & rew (ooms 20 3 0 mynosesccous 4

1784 Fen 22

p* Robinzcn for the shell, Stoircoss,
mew south front & Allsaations TBF 2 0 Townbesaccounts 5

1754 Feb 22

£ Bromwich for papsing Stoicass,
plrk room green closet & gomams 77 17 2 Toynbes dooors 5

1754 wanch 2

[HW to Bartiey] ... Nolkejurmskal [FN 3] hos bean to see i, and lked the
wirciows and staircase, | can't conceive haw heentersd it | should nove
figured him ke Sulliver cutting down scme of the largest ooks in Windsoe
Forest to mnake jeint stools, in o 1o sinddle over the Botismerms and
peEsn In of the windows of Liliat,. | San' cany myealf this reflection (even
Ihough e fked Strawbsemy, as be hos rot employed youas an orohilscl,
[FI 3 Cont ramie o wWillorm Dukes of Curmbedond| 5 14

1754 Mowzh

[Hw to Benthey] But now comes your iast proposal gbout e Gothic pacer,
whan you made me fix e ming, unpaintad, engaging to pant it vousatl,
crd yet could never be pesuoced fo palnt o yard of i, Hll | was foced 1o
ave Bromwich's man God knows what todo i [FM 3 Probaty the Gothic
oapenon the stalrcase; HW hod pod Bromwich 877 175, 2d., Earller In the
wear for vanous work incliding the poper on he staircoss [3H Agcounts o
5], Would you migke me believe hot you will painl o rearm elghteen foet
by fiftesenT [Frl 4 This wios peobathy e Litle Parioar, which wos 18 x 12 ard hong wilh
Sallic Booer (Das Warks 12877 But, senioushy, 11 15 possible foryou fo lay cside
wisitong, dort be throwing corfinudl discourGgenmants in my woy, | hive
10ldl youl senoush: and emphaficaly, that | am lebourirg yous isstorothon:

heschemes s neither facies nor immediote: - bk, for.,
a5 I35l

S0 Stalease
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1755 sept 20 Y Halled

for the Lantham 3 14 0O
Tor the Line, tassel &o fo it o T |

55

ﬁ 'I._l. 4 Toynbes docounn 4

1768 Mar®

[HW to Lady Cssony] But tees diys 0o she delvered me from o delugs.
There wos g toment of i, gl he s were stopped, and the inurcoticn
burst in ot s places of rmy howse: The Galery was ovetliowsad, Dictures
and darmask soaked, tha Stor Chamioer driowrsed, and e Sioircass wos
a cotaract 1 sent up all the servants, and in a guarter of an hour fhe
woiters censed, ond | dreamt thot a rainkow Esled on the batlemeants

ard assured rmy castle should never be drowned again,
33 117

1773 Api ¥

rdr West's books are sefing outrageoushy, (FH 7] His famnily will nake o forturs
by winat he collected from ihe: slalls ong Morefieids. [Fua ] I shor , |
Fonve boughit bis two pictunes of Henne ' FH @ ., sobd 5Hood, 24 1o Foestes (for Eorl
wWiridegronas] Tof £131.5.0.] and Henny VI N 10 Clsought by Mriwalpols 84 00 ..
i hung over the chimray in 1he Zeot Mot Beccharmber of SH.., S0 5H 00 b ol
P, Bewen, Bag for £220,10.0.) and their families, e et of whicn ks engraved in
Iy Anecdotas or as the catalogue soys engroved by Mr H. Walpole, [FN
11] ond the second describad 1heln - The first cost me £38 (FN 12] and the
lgst, B4; though | know Mrwest bought it for sic guineas. Butin 1aCt, these
o with rmy rmanioges of Hanny Vi and VI FN 13] composs suoh O sute of
the Houss of Lencostar, and enfchad my Gothic: house so complately,
freat | would nct deny mysell. The Herny VI cost meas much, and 5 less
curlous: he piceof ontiquiies is so excesdingly ricen too of prasent, that
| expected 1o hove pald mare, | have bought much cnedper af fhe some
sale o piciuee of Henny Vil ond Chanies Vinoos plecs, [FH 14, W has witten
i Hs copy [GF the wast salé cotclogus] Bought By MrW.... €7 -7-0) | hung on e
shaircase al 3H any poralt of efthar. L.

Shaircases picture

1773 apili

[HW to Lady Osson] - could wite wlumas, bt recollect thot you are rot
dlone gs b om, given up o riessancholy [deas, with the rain beating on fhe
skylight, [F 22 and gusts of wird, 32315

1779 Juyza

HW to Logy Ossony] But two coys ogo she celivered me iom a delugs,
There was atorent o in: Gl the plpes wene stopped, and the inuncoton
st in ot six plocss of my nouse. The Gallen was overllowsa, picturess
ard dormask-soaked, The Star Chomber drowned, and e SI0eoss wWas
o cataract, Fsant up all the servants: and in o quarter of an hourthe
wiolens cegsed, and | dreamt thot o inbow resled on the batliements

cng cisurea my castle should nevs De diownsd agaln,
N7

)10 Stalrcose
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1784

O THE STAIRCASE

M o niche, the ammour of Froncis 19 King of Fronce, of steel gift, and
covarad witn bosreliefs in o ling 1aske: iz lonce s of ebony inlaid with
sitvar: hls swond steel; beaulifully inlold with goid, probaksy 1he wok of
Benvenuto Celling: e i3 dee the armmour for the hose's haad, This veny
wodaable suit of arrmour was punchaosed from the Croeal collection In 1722,
an the dealh of the Baron de Thiar, when e Czoming bought the fine
collection of pictures:and bronzes, Owver Qoainst T,

Henry 57 ang his family; bougnt in 1773, of the sale of James Wesl,
prasicient of the Roval Society. Ses a desonption and print of this piciure
i the first vaiurne of Anecdotes of Pling In England. This pictue cama
aul ol Stofford-house, o Tar-hall, Westrmingten and Hmagires hal his, and
Ihe twie ofhas of Heny 6™ and 77 Wems done by ordsr of Henry T In
honour of fhe house of Lancaster, | fove haard that of Henty 6™ care out
of the poface of Shene:

Henry 87 Aged 29, and Chades 5" Aged 20, in-ore picture from Mr
weast's collection. Behing Chorles 5™ Are two figurss, probably designec
for his grondiather ard fother, the emperor Maxirmilian, and Phllio,

To shisicls of leather, for foumoments, painlsd by Polidore; one has he
Fead of medusn, the other of Pessus: on the Inslides are bafiles in goid,
Thesy Dusripnon 31

They come cut of the collection of commentaior Viltona of Naples, and
weare zent to b W, By g, W, Hamiffon, with o third of Iron, iepresenting the
story of Curlius, bt certainly not ontigus, 0z there l8a connon and an
ermbalied tower ar a dislance,

Over fne middle arch & a curious anclent heod of Henry 3™, Caved info
alto-relievo on oak, friom he chuch of Bamwel nedar Ounde In
Momamptonshire, which he endowed: This head is very ke 1o heafigles
an his fornb, and 1 hat in painied gloss inthe chapel higne ot Stawbemy.
nilll, Dascripnon 32

1784, duy &

THW 1o Lady Ossony] However Be hos made me amends in hay: | osked
iy 1Fey wele 50 Iong mowing one of ry rrecdows? They soid it was s
thick they could not cut it | hove seally double the quaniity of oy olhes
yea-yel | doukt these fohes will nof indermniy ma for the Porflana sale! [FN
17 &t which he spent E369.3.6 ... buying seven tems..'A most Beauling
rrisec ilumirsted ... By the famews Don Julic Clovio., The hecd of Jupitel
Serapis.., | - however, hane my collschon Cioses: 3 5is

G110 Soircase
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1795 Sept1d

(B fo hary Bamy] This Is the whale of my diany, except fifty frefs and
torrmnants about fickets for seeing the house; and yesterday, though [arm
farced 1o keep a list of those | have ghven out, | had made o confusion,
and given tow for the sarme day; [F B8] fhis | hod discovenad as | hopsd In
firre and wioteon

12 147
Sotunday 1o a clergyman at Monwood, [FM 9] ane of Manny's customes, 1o
chonge the day, but he hod not refumed harre, and congsgueantly hod
not receled my letter, and so both companiss anmved within Three rinutas
of each other and | 'was forced o odemit Lol only substiuting Kiigots fo
conduct one set, and charging nanrny 1o e a8 ledious a5 she. could with
ihe offern, thot ey rmight ot jostle in the gallen—Yas, yas, rmy Lo, 1
palover 'em encugn in ine Diue roorm’- and with such o plenany
inculgence 1o that perostudl motion her fongue, | do not douot bt she
fold thermi ten imes instecd of thres, That on the sfaicose. genflernen, s
T arrmour GfFrancls s First! [FR10) 12 188

1810

Tne staircose has a view of Richroond Hill, the ciginat dicning by M, Henny
Burbuny, & presertd frorm hirrself, his leads 1o Sunrg (P

1624

[roor included o the public roufe] Eor | A

1842 oy 21

THE STAIRCASE AND HALL,

27 Asplencid specimen ol ine e and fine old stalned glass, representing
fhe Royol Arns of Englond of the top, and skather Coots of Armrs, the two
centre madallons are palnad n gralsele, representing Gideon at Proyers
cnd Knights lonaing In thee Holy Land 1o fhe Rescue of Phisoners, mos!
beautifufly drown, the sides maode up of fine old blue glgss, ond Gothic
shoped top, 4 feet @ high by 2 feel 3 wide

30 A exhemsty beautiia old stained glass window, of Gothic shape,
inchecing splendid specimens of 1hs e an, the sublects represanting
Coats of Arns, fhe Virgireand Chikd, 51 Jahn the Baptat, the story of frig
Prodigal Son and anolie, Judas Moccobeus ond David an Hosebock,
ihe e lafter are roatchiless, e size, nslde he fome, 4 feat .oy 2 feat
2 SALE it

[onby ot 29 bought by Lond Waldegrive]

windows on each side of doar

cloor

1857

Tre librory wos-also redecorgted, and, ecry in 1857, the goid stars and
Frances's monegram palinted on the ceilling of the great staircass” OWH
sites latar Fab 2 1857 for sfaircase rececoration. THH 157

G0 Stalcase
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1858

1856 — TWICKENHAM, STRAWBERRY HILL VILLA. —By arderof Frances, Countess
of Waldegrove: -Restoning the whoke of ‘he fmulerrr Stained ﬂnu Palrted
Glcxss, n:nd cﬂ'r—'-r E= Irg\Ts 1856 T 1157

Feagl T

,;.-_--I--._- g 8w P

2 ORG ORRELR e fﬂur large E!u:me—:’r:nlls in fhe {:elllng ::mf smm:ase &{‘:
and STI:JIrca'-'.a 'u'ﬂndcﬁnr' 1858 Pk 43

1B83

THE PRINCIPAL STAIRCASE,

Which 15 nohly decorated, hog an anfique carved and glerced racany
boiustrada, and newsls wilh heraldic figees,  The cefing is o groined
feartern, withy-quatrefail windows flled with stained gioss.

) the first landing 15 [ne boudoir VENICHM B

1954 Sep 14

For e atenticn of MrG L EGwarnds.

[of Mesers. Rlehardson & Howfs)

| shiould lke to confirm my tslephone comversation of this marming \with Mr
Halland, asking birm 1o insuct Dove Brothers fo proceed wilh (he renewal
of the: repairs to 1he ofs over the Library, Man Stairs and Long Galleny of
the Old House,

Inyou letter fo Fother Sweeneay dotad 29 Apil you quoted Dove's sstimals
foor This wark a5 £2,251.

[signed K Cronin] BEDS RisHATO7 PRINCIRS.
i

Dowe brathers repalr Foof

1949

*The Chippendale Gothic Staircase Bolustrade,” odomed on the news
posts with onteiopes (part of the Orod emblerms] beaiing shlelds, is very
beaulihs, Waolpcke describes i gs "the mast parficularand ehief seauty of
the Castie” [fo Mann, 127 Jurg, 1753).  was designed by Benfisy, Ina
piche on the upper part of the siaincose was o st of ammour which
Wialnoie cloimed was the ammour of Fronces | of France “probatzly mdce
by Bervenuto Cellird,” Wi, Lawls, who has.an uncanny fair for discovering
Waalpoliana in mostunikely places, has recently discovered his orgind suit
af arralr - | befeve in Caite - and has shown hat Wolpols was wiong in
his description of 1o the greal Florentineg artist, The slalrease ends in an
*open vasliouls of three slender Gothic arches” which Wolpoie called "the
Armory,” and Inwhich he kep! many old pieces of armicarn, togethernwith
shiekds and weapons,

Dunning 24
The presant colouring, the Hues callng broker oy gold stars ond flezurs, e lis
is, | belleve, Waldegrave; as ora alsc the ermilerns In paintec glass on ne
Cadng. Dunning 25

=110 Starccss
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1960-65

The enfrance hall had been recently re-established after some quite
substontial alterations supenvised by SirAlbert Richardsen. The old covered
passageway, which had becorne ridden with dry rof, had been removead
and the old entrance re-established. insice you were greeted by, 11hink,
crear walls, cerainly plain walls, and a staircase which was brown - it had
been stained 10 imitate dak brown wood, right the way up to the ceiling.
It was o very cark and depressing experience to enter this particular space.
We discovered by looking at the old engravings and some water-colours
we had got copies of - | think they were fransparencies from America from
wilmarth Lewis - we discovered that he walls had been originally papered
with a Gothic fracery pattem and that the staircase itself was not dark
brown ot all but clealy a light colour. By scrapings and various
investigations it was decided that it was a stone colour onginally and this
was therefore re-created as a stone colour. We decided that instead of
piinting a paper, a very similar design could be ¢pplied directly 10 the
plaster, We got somebody that | knew personally, a young, very talented
rnural designer called Bob Jackson to carmy out the work. We had to make
atterations to the original design because it fumned out that the new flooring
which was a 19™ Century Minton Intaid tile floor had cltered the celling
height, 50 we had to alfer the original design 1o some extent ond couldn't
entirely replicate it. The most contioversial aspect of the new design was
the colour of the background which we decided would be a pink
strawberry colour, partly because the coloured water-colours copies that
we had received from America showed it that colour. 'm corvinced now
that we were wrong in thert - | don't think it was that colour initially, but that
was Ihe design and once made it remaing unless the whole Gothic frace
is repainted. | think some people iike it and some people ike it and some
pecple dor't, Ifs a very adventurous effect. At the same fime we
incorporated a whole range of other improverments, the re-gikding of part
of the ceiling and sormething which lcan claim & personal responsitiity for,
the decision to gild th antelopes and the carved animals on the newels
posts. i argued for that, although there was no evidence at all that they
were gilded orniginally, because | thougnt they wolld like marvellous if it
were done, and I'm still convinced, whether original or not, that the gikling

is a great asset. Antony Kenney Interview
with Peter Rose - 23
January 1996

interpretation

The western 2.5m of the scuth wall of the Hall and Star Chamber is
evidently solid maosonry (Figs 3 and 4). The closing-up of the early
eighteentn-century wall 1o ifs west rakes It Ciear that it is not of that phase;
nor is a masonny wall in this internal position lkely to have formmed part of
any subsequent phase, This suggests that the 698 west end wall returns
to mark the south side of the eriginal house. GUILLERY 105

G110 Staircase
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G/1/10.3  Lobby to Lt Parour

The passageway, possinly on the site of the pre HW staircase. The deorcases and
door leaves to the Waiting Room and Yellow Bedcharmber cre >1856
replacements as is the door 1o the waiting room. The space is separated from the
staircase by a timber framed partition finished with lath and plaster. The ceiling
however represent’s HW's atteration as constrained by the joining together of the two
independent structures to the east and west. The celling level to the east represents
a continuation of the level in the China Room and Waiting room, this is reflected by
the height of the first landing of the staircase and the eniry into Breakfast Room. The
cenfrally piaced vault of the celling Is only possible because of the position of the
three stairs ising from the first landing fo the level of the Blue Bedchamber and the
western compartment of the celling must represent a void within the building.

The blue version of the Pugin designed paper was added after 1972,
1753 June 12 From hence under two gloomy arches, you come to the hall ang

sfaircase, which it is impossibie fo describe fo you, as it is the most
particular and chief beauty of the castle. 20 381

G/110 Staircase
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17583
1754
1754
1755
1762
1774
1959
2005

GREAT PARLOUR

eafing-room]

eating-room

great pariour

great Rocoms

best Dining Room

great Parlour

Dining Room in the old house
Great Dining Room

This, one of the two large rooms in the eastern portion of the house, was built as the new eafing
room during the third phase of the major bullding works. The decoration completed in August
1754. The cormice, dado, skiting, chimneypiece and doors all relate to the 1754 decorative
scheme. At the same fime as Walpole commissioned from Reynolds the large-scale group
porrait The Ladies Waldegrave (1773-74), the room was extended with the addition of the bay
window and the ful-height sliding shutters. The reworking of the room relates fo the
commissioning of the large scale group portrait the Ladies Waldegrave. Carter's 1780s view
represents the second phase of decoration for the room, the interior with grey-coloured walls, the
fumiture neatly to the walls and the floor covered with suitably Gothic rush matting.

Like so much of Walpole's Villa, vifually nothing is known of the decorative history for this room
from the end of the C18 until the post-war period. In this room specifically. Lady Waldegrave
retained the basic form of Walpole's bay window, but the pattemn of the plan-glazing to the lower
caserments was simplified. Those of Lady Waldegrave's improvements which can be identified
for this room are ypical of what was achieved throughout the house: gilded compaosition
enrichment was added fo the panels of the C18 doors, cast-brass and enamelled-eniched door
fumiture and bell cranks replaced more restrained C18 models while Walpole's seftings for the
decorative roundels were re-aranged by Thomas Bailie & Co. During the early years of fhe
Coliege’s ownership (before 1950) the large decorative C19 cast-iron plate was moved from the
chimneypiece in the Library to ifs present position in this room.

The present decorative scheme with C19 appearance wasinvented by Peter Rose about 1959-
60. Of Lady Waldegrave's improvements for the room, only the composition omament
remained undltered through the 1960 redecoration, though it has lost its C19 gilding. As in other
areas, the door fumiture and the glass was subsequently rearanged and suffered josses. The
decorative glass roundels were also reset, inserfing new elements from other areas of the house
to compensate for minor losses during the Second World War. When Joan Howson reset the
decorative roundels the ogee-pattemned glazing bars were rermoved.

Through the serles of alterations, the major archifectural elements of the room from the 1773-74
rearrangement remain intact, overlaid with later embellishment,

89
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CEILING 17564 April HW to Chute refers to the 1 found the stucco men as Dusy as so many
Plain Iath and plaster, painted white, dirty, Irish bees, plastering up eggs and anchors to the frieze of the eating -
room, but | soon made them destroy all they had done., [35  80)
CORNICE
Bracketed comice over cove. Painted with grey- 1754
coloured gloss paint.
Picture rail at base of comice. Painted with grey- C20, <1945
coloured gless paint. Remove
Lost Reinstate based on archaeological and visual
pendant lappets’ C20, <1945 evidence.
1753 Aug4 [HWio Chufe]
[speaking of Wroxton)...The: frieze is pendent, just in the manner |
propose for the eating-room at Strawberry Hill..” 3573

1754 April 30 [HW fo Chute] ... The last time | went fo Strawberry, | found the stucco
men as busy as so many Iish bees, plasterng up eggs and anchors fo
the frieze of the edaling-room, [FN 13] but | soon made them destroy all
they had done., 35 B0

1788 [llustrated in John Carter View - first and only edrly visual evidencs]

1797 loss of small pendants

>1924 - <1959 [Photographic view of room] shows cormice as in Carter View bt missing
small pendents or Tappets’ and picture rait added.

DADO

Dado fiat panel with projecting rail with projecting ovole,
South wall only between doors this moulding returns at
ends. West wall, evidence of approximately 2 m section
rermoved and replaced, neat cuts indicate area aifered.

Painted in two colours, overal complete, paintwork
scratched and dented.

Dado to bay window lost

1753 - 54

Reinstate dado to bay window based on visudl
evidence and surviving moadel,

SHIRTING
Top edge with cyma-recta,  Paintwork scratched and
dented

17563 - 54

G/1/12 Great Parlour
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WALLPAPER

Sanderson wallpaper hung on hessian throughout the
room from cornice to low dado. Damaged with areas of
loss.

1959 - 60

‘Peter Rose specking] In the refectory, when we restored that, | know
exactly from the description what we should have on the walls which
was a lining 1o suggest old stone work but this they resolutely refused to
alow. So | found a paper which was not exactly a Pugin one but a
Puginesque sort of design, which is still there.

18" ¢ ‘Stucco Paper gescribed by HW

1753 - 54
1774 First scherme renewal with reworking of east wall
1788 hung with paper in imitation of stucco. Descrioton
1810 hung with paper in imitation on stucce. EVANTS 162
1814 - Waldegrave and Michelham schemes not documented, not yet known
1924
~1945 plain painted paper as in photograph - was this surviving 18™ ¢ paper
over-painted?
1959/60  Renaissance darnask pattemn paper - Aftibuted by lddon 1o Lady W but
installed 20C by SMC on framing [MS] Neo-Baronial paper by Sanderson
- hung during P Rose redecoration
FLOOR
Fitted carpet. ~1972
Underneath polished oak blocks, arranged in heringlone 1958 Careful faking up of heringbone pargquet flooring for
pattern re-use elsewhere, Restore floor boards as ongindgl.
HW: boards with mafting Within new board floor, insert french heating in bay
1784 ‘Turkey Carpet’ on [boards and posstbly matting] window.
1788 ilustrated boards with matting [Carter View of Great Parlour 1788]
-1960 fitted [?wool or poly wool] Wilton carpet.
CHIMNEYPIECE
Caved and moulded timber Gothic chimneypiece | 1753/4
inspired by  permpendicular  Gothic, with  pinnocles
surmounted by elaborately carved finials with florets and
foliage. Painted two fones of putty-coloured off paint.
The Inner shoped opening with ¢ white marbie sip. | 1753/4
foliowing confour of arched openings.
The hearthstone of white martle, stained. Presumediobe | 1753/4

suviving from C 18.

Chimneypiece finials have arecs of loss, scme recent
overall the paintwork in poor condition - scratched and
dented

G/1/12 Great Parour
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