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[TER HISTOMCAL DETAIL WORKS
1755 cet3l [HW to Bentey] | am fifling up the id kitchen fo aching roomr <. Eegin
P N T e et u i) S o I AT R QLI 7, oy e )
35.35%
Triyrissoie Aoooon's E&
1755 [Hovin] Iyles o the Ching oo oo 3 14 3 ioinpes sccouan 4 liles
1768 Jrefd  pod MoBUNE for pointing tho cailing
Ching oo, Gothle lefters in iz, M
Chigte's pechane: B, 31 0 oy douounts &
17686 Dec 11 rew bedoeh. & chima noom 148 & 2.  imroedadCoonTd 7
1767 Jon2?  [HWIDMENn] roees meign qn
- Three ',-'cn:;rs.;:gn.l-l'-m 1.hr==. .r_Ne firg of Ty ching r:;:.w"n paintec fiorm eshing

one | hod ooserved in the iife Boigness Wlia [Fr 3 A Fraseali; 1he ceiling fo
Hve's Ching Reom was 'painted with cofealvidiges onpoies, by Montr [Des. Of 2H”
Works 5, 408), | wos hodrding Ideos for o fuiure Showbeny sven in Inoee
doys of gicickness, when [seemead o attend o nothing fertd =3
: iy 7 ! 1 e
Iyroer Accounds . BRE

1762 sent

Ot Crimney ot the Shing Closat are corved the four allowing Coots!
fxesing he Pedigres of M. Walpole's House at Stowbeny Hill 100 4 Descents
15t mgure, 0 cross Argent between d Lions rampant O, 1o the Bishoons o
Courbiarry, Impaing, Gulas, o Lon mrmpantwithin a Bordurs engrailed O, 1o
Wrm Taibol B of Durharm: over it 5 o mire & WT with this dale 1724, 2¢
Argent, on o Ooss sobe, a beopard'd foce Cr for Bidges, Cwer il 8
Morosis Coronst & H.B, whh this date 1735, forHenny Brydges Marguis of
Comrerfon & afferwards Duke of Chandos, 34 Quanardy O & Gules, a
Bend vaire & & BoaCrescant A, In the Sules Suartar for a Difference & over
it these Letters & Date .5, 1745, for Lorg Johin Sackeil, Son o fthe Duke of [f
B3 r Mone Coafs] Dorsst, 4t O, on a Fesss Infer 2 Cheverorss sable, 3
crass croalets O onfne upper Cheveronel o Mullet- argeers for aDilfesncs,
& over it these Lethers & Dade, MW, 1747, for my hondured B mios] wadny
Fiend Mr Hordcs Wolpole, yourgast son 1o Roben! Wanole Farl of Qdond &
Knight of the Gorlss, Ihe prassnl possssson of this Houss, which was called

Stroeiosmy HIll IR soene Sba Leasss which M Walpols tosd me he hoo ssen;
CTORE PR TED rd
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[TER HIZTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
1763 June 73 EG I".-1Gr'dc.1gu for HW] .. AL sty e T 3 s Bt
e ; i Frrus I";oc:,erer
ﬂm ngnnsss hod the hDr‘Durs r:. Ir‘e cr‘mﬂ closel, [FH 3 bam shursshe | showing

st hoe been pleased, and hadyou Bean there, there would hiowe Haen
agatantty from e prass,. Adisu TR

1764 wmor2?  [HWio Charles Churchill] | hiod retthen go! fhe drought of the Canguerors
kfchen, and the fies vou were 50 good a5 10 §and me; [FN°S In the Shing
200 of SHwes ' e o the kitchen of Wiliarm the conqueron ot Cosn in Narmanzy
(Tims, CF 5H, Wotks & A1) In Wiliam Sawhiee's axra-llushioted copy of Des, O 5h,
170 [now WSL: Boen, 5H GG 178], opo. B 138 o wiats-oolour drowing of ong o he
tiee.| e retw moitly afraid lest old D Duzarel, (F 4] whe i3 an osfich of
ary

) A
arfiguary, and condigest suparannuated orickbats, should hove gobbied
frem up. A oy retum rom Srowbemy Hill yestenday, | fzand the whols
Cargo safe, ard am ey moch obiged 1o you. | weep over the ined
Kichen, bul enjoy the tles. They ae excolly ke o few which | slained
froem the cothedral of Gloucester, whan if was new paved; [FH /] they are
irlict in the foor.of rry SHirG-ReorT; [FR BIn the floo: some very ancient fise wit
arme. frofm fhe cahedial oot Giauoester [Des. Of 3H Wivks 1. 408], | | wouid hove
got enough 1o pave It anfrely) but the-canons who ware fimging them
away, hod so much devollon lef, fhat ey ericined me not fo Dave
pogoda witty herm, nor putther o any profons use, Assciuples nomsass
ima ko o thalr decrease, | o8l nod know but a ching-reorm mrigh
(o -:.1*: mhcnlh,r b@ Irr?erpr=¢ed o] pqg-::dn r:nncr ch-::I fnr Mo T, by

caollection aof flas

1771 don?  [HW o Conway] ¥OU hove read of iy calamity withott knowing i, znd wil
pitty. rrewhan you dio, nine thousoar powaaemills broke lodes yeslarday
rreening on Hounsiow Hedath; PN 1] o whoie squadron of fhem carmes
thithiar, cnc hove broken 2okt of my painfed giass windews; ond the nodh
sl Of 1I"e 05 T'{‘ ccks Ck. |f ri‘ hl'_ld :,1:,-3:1 Q *'-::’:QE : i

20d - o T e .IE'-:\ h,:u
qT'vr'n come f'csrn Tne nurfhwa:s the Iﬁc:l Cl:mé was nof fouchad, norad
-"‘I_ID fcII dn:mn i O o A S L) : " Je Lk

e s e e T e 1ed

Hoall
Arrmaury, possage 10 Gt Parlow
Round Rearn; Gallany

Coakinet: Holnen Gallen: Blue Room; Seaen Closet

Chrer Closst

=04 China Rear
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1781 Junelé [HW 1o Colg] | am now setling about the complefion of my AEDES
Strowbermdanas. A painter [E 8 Edwaid Echwaornda (1726 - 1808), ARA Beowaos
rraich emploved af SH 17871-2, and wiote Arsscoofes of poimiers who fove resitied or
b bovn i Ergland - Irtended g continuclion to fhe Anscoiohas of Poinling Dy
e date Hovoea oyl of Orford, 1808, \WH posted: the diowings of e Tilkeung ang
aallany in his exra-ilustioled copy of e 1 788 Descripiionof 55, now Wik Both of
these drowirgs were engroved by Thorros Mos [, 1780 - 18007 for the cesciplion
of 3H s fo corre hilher on Monday to make o diawing of 1he Tibure ard
finish T, Sandbas Hine visw of the Gallery, towhich looud never get imito
put the lasl boodd, They wil then be engroved with o few of the
‘chirmneypieces, [FRY Ponts of the chimneys of e Grect Parlour, Chine Roorm,
Yellow Bedcharmibe, Bue ledchornioes, ound Rocrm, ard e oo of the Hoiben
Chomibear appearad in he 1784 Descriphon of SH. AL excopl Mose of the CRna
Roorr rd T Round Room are sored T, Manis,” and IRy arein this shie, ] wiecD will
complets the phates. | rrust odd an oppendic of curlcsites purchozea or
acquired since the Cotologue wos printed.  This will e cekword, Bt |
cannot afford fo thow away anhundred cogies, [F 0] Esholl foke cane,
it | caan, thot MrGough does not get fissh intelligence fam ry engroverns;
ar he will odverdise my supplernset baloms fhe book appears. [F17]

2 274 +n

Engraved Views

17683 sows  [Mary Homilion's Jounal] | owas summoned fo  cocompany Mis
Wissingharn] ond Miss Bloyle] 10 Stawbery Hill ot hall-pas! one: we got
frens Inarvhour, MoWalpols cames down o ecsive us, ne spnosnedus
fo bty nalf. an howr beyond our fime.

A

fob ikl st e AftET dinnerﬂr Wﬂ;’pol.e-sl';cwed s G fin
fhe greund fioor, the Librany and ofner roorms, aieoe o

Al o o]

e ching Glosst on

Showing he oom

0014 Chine Rocm
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HIETORICAL DETAIL

WIORKS

1784

Tre CHIMNA ROOM,

Pairfed glass in the windows, the crests of shofter ana Gessfingtope: the
celing palnfad with comvohuius's on poles, rmy Miintz, form a cefing Inhe
litfe Bonghiese villa t Frascati: the sidss, white Dutch ties, with boldets of
o and while,

i he Moo some vely anclant hies with arns, o the cahedal of
Sioucester, The upper part of the chimney-piece is laken fom o window
of an onclent fammchouse, formnerdy Brodfisld-holl, befonging to lord
Grirmston 0 Essex: tha lower part frors a chimnsy af Hurst Monoeo =
Sussesi: It s odomed with thie arns: of Talbot, Bridges, Sochkle, and
Walpole, the principal persens who have inhabited Sirawbemy-hill,

In o niche suppoted by wo columns of odental alaboster, oven the
chirmney, is a fing ewer of fayence, deslgned by Julio Rormands; and fwa
green giass furmbsens, with golden edges; and two rowrrd sall selles of ald
blue ard gold Venetion glass, with fiowers

Crver tre niche, fourchocalate cups of foyence, by Pistg Conona; and
o bronge macaiion of Panouiso Malatesta,

On the sides, George 2 and Redsick pance of Walas, In Bottersen
anamed [p 7 - 15 description ol theching) Desonpdion &=

G ChiFa oo
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

WIORKS

1784 lJune 18

[Mary Harmillon's Joumal MrWaolpols was 50 obiging to loke us thvaugh
st af 1he rooms and opened the catinets fwhich e nct opanedfothe
company wo come 1o see fhe housa), which confain miniohaoss and
uﬂrm Ies e e ! R LT ¥ - .-y oy e Jart e &

LA

Ry Rt

[ LA ST = Ea At gt A W =
sit long affer dinner, the teo gentiermsn frose when wa did and Mrvoiools
carmied us toa ching cioset filedwith rmiodsm and old ching: after ws ho
amusad oumalves there for some fime we want Upstois and spent e
remalnder of our frme after coffee and fea in o ven agreedble
comverss... a litle betore agnt we retuctanthy fook ol leave of MEW, we
hiad reat Been abke foowalk In his beoutiful grownds of |t ioined the whole
aftemoon.  Mr W, Gove to my chargs g el for his nlece, Lady Mario
Waldegowve, which | was fo senc fo Sloucester Housa. . [Ansan, Mary

Harmifton 209-10). 3 218

1785 Jan

Harcour to HW] He i nat ignorant of M Walpols's dislie io recaving
presents, buf os for povingles cannct possitly corms unaar that
cenorrenation, he requests a phoces for therm in Mrvalpols’s Ching-moom,
They wene dug out of The foundotion of tha Abbey Church of Pl im

Hodnampfonshire, fhe eslale betonging fo which Lord Harcsad 5 in
possessionof fhe small pisce of soulptrad bross, lkewise found fhare, Ne
Ircgines wosa port df b Albat's onoss 35 357

1785 June 24

THW to WMeesd) ©On redding over youl Flememing goeafie, | obsane that the
Grect Duke has o monufactues of podcelain. fry 17T amy of If s eald;

75 50
I'should be gigd if your neohew wolla bing me o single gif, 0 cup, or
oher fifle, os asarmple. | emembar thatoges go there was o
rmanuiocius ol Floence Delonging to Margulse Gincd, of which | wished
for g3 pissce, [FM 18 | but-could not procure one: the grana-ducal gy e
imiors atfamoble: Thaove o closet fumisheo with specimens of porcsicaal
villous countas; Fr 19 besides o.good deal of faisnce o ROpNae-wone,
[FH-20] and some piecas [FrE Hwithihe oo of Medici-tul am sl L analks
sirrpieton 10 be wonting playitings stif-and bow Tiks 1 oo’ it crodle to
one's frstt Adieul EEAE]

1A Ching Room
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1793 Juby 27

Werit with ks Faringion ond Mr L-,re.c--'s e S1rcm::u3rr-,r Hill, Lo Crfard
n-':wnc! s the r‘me HEE T s et e Tata
e e —=—I‘]|‘-‘O his {‘hlrv:: Clu-e1 ﬁ:‘-an c:-f wfm;h

e shuwn bcﬂ ﬂh:h:urr. Forirghon in iy
oymbee Acooun:

1810

Thie Chiria Roaon hios o fioor having somne ancient filss wiln arng, flom the
cathedial of Gloucester. The uppear part of the chirmrey-pleceis iaken
frorm the window of an anclent fammhowse, ommery Bradfield Hal,
belonging to Lord Grirmstone, in Essex; fre lower part from o chirmnsy of
Hursl Monceaus, in Sussex It isodgomed with the amns of Talbot, Bridges,
sacklle ard Walpcle, the principle persons wha hove innobited Sfrowbery
Hill, The vistior will De gralified with the Inspection of fwa Soeon fankards,
are with Chiness, the ofner with European figures, Sir Robar Walpzole drank
aie: the duchess of Kendal, mistess of Geonge fhe Fist, gove hirm the
tomner tarkord, A doren or more years offensards the countess of
varrroun, mistress of King Geoigs the Second, withoul having sean the

oiher, gave him the second, and they match exactly 0 formand size,
Evari 13

id24

[room menfiched included on he puksic mufs) Bwxul 368

1842 Moy 7

Mo 12, -Specimens of e and cuious Chirg, of almost eveny ages anc

country; arcient Venetion Glass, &z, &, [ IN THE CHINA-ROCONM,
BAE 240 13

1842 Moy 7

R, 18: =The mre ond cuious Porceloing JOF THE CHINA-RDOM,

Contirusd,
Ak 129182

1842 Aoy 2]

THE CHIFMA ROOM,

&8 Two beaulful Gothlc shoped window, < tns old stened gloss; (he
subjeEcls epresent 3 Micholos, 56 Pefer ond 81, Pol ord fwe Alegornicol
Pleces, with Birds and Fishas af the sides, the sie 15 inches by 18

65 Two ditte Tor Ihe opposts window, with wo Coofs of Amns ancisi
saller pieces of each soe, the slizs 18 nches by 18 SALE S
Bought IN

1840

‘Lacky Waldegrove wos veny folerart of othar religions: hersall belrg half
Jedshy Sne wos o rallglous wornan ancwent 19 Chureh regulary. Inownat
P een Horoos Walpoie's China roarms, she $of glone onc devcted g
ot of each day to pivate orover, LR 3

ST 4 Ching Roam
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1883

& BECIRbCHTE RO

fnei= I SMALL ROOM acioining, formresty known s
THE CHI'\I.P. RDDM wilty o fichly conved and rmouidaa Oak CHmney
Pieos, designed ofter the 1omh of Thormas Ruihall, E.Lhc:p of Durharsy, in
'n."-.fesrrtunﬂor.&bbe'f, i - i TR TR ; i

N [ m v 5 o RRTLEEE L Y

u ETY

=193

(s e e Erpnh R 00T oo it Fewr, 0 e Chion {sic]
v:l..pmc}'c und what is now o msh rccm ond a lavaloy, These wene
rhcvad out and filed up gops whsne ghass hiod been logt,

Faifei  Crohin  Iroepaes 0
i

1958 Deo

SirAlbert Richardson Plan

[plan (ecoding and with proposalof the restorgtion of e o entences,
Raam lobelled 7 sbown subdivided, with WC on eastem sicds of subdiision
ar wish basin in larger 1oom) BEIG ROUL BEH2315

wix the lifle parour ared £hHina room ane suils in the
Lty W scheme?

14 Chind Roorm 141
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The small scuth-east two-storey block with o gable to the south in Walpole's
sketch (Fig 5) can aiso be shown to be part of the early eighteenth-century
extensions. Wall thicknesses at its north-east comer and the fact that it
breaks forward to the east point to its having been wrapped round the
existing building in much the same manner as was Walpole's Waiting Reom
to his China Closet on the ground floor has another apparently ecrly
eighteenth-century cyra architrave. Another factor pointing o the south-
eaqst block and the rmain east rooms as being separate builds is anather
change of levels on the first floor, The former gable end to the south may
have related to a gable front to the original east “wing ' ; that is a change
of roof configuration in the: original house may have been perpetuated in
the rear extensicns.

Wwalpole labelled the ground-floor room to the south-east as having been
the kifchen in 1747 (Fig 5), and affimed that when he moved into the
house it has ne other kitchen. However, it is not credible that even for a
relatively small house such as this, such a room with such a small fireplace
was built as the kitchen. Perhaps the early eighteenth-century rear
additions were the occasion for turning the house around, services moving
frormn west to east. The new south-weast parlour may have allowed the large
east room to have bacorme a kitchen, with the new-south-east room as a
back kifchen. The large east rioom may subsequently have been adapted
to other uses,. lsaving the bock room as the only kitchen when Walpole
arived.

[-]

A break in the skiting in the "Beauty Room™ just south of its entrance
indicates that this doomway was moved slighfly northwards in 1753-54, for
the insertion of the partition. GUILLERY 108

1972

[Chimneypiece photographed by Country Life]; first image of the rocom
after the 1784 Moris engraving.

&11/14 China Room
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G/1/15
CSH
1754
1754
1762
1781
1842
1883
1958

LITTILE PARLOUR
Site of Staircase
litHe parlour
supper parlour
Littke Dining Parlour
Lithe Parlour

Litte Parlour
Morming Room
Waiting Room

At the cenfre of Walpole's sketch of the house as it was in 1747 he marked the
staircase in the middle of the south elevation in the position of what is now the Little
Parlour. Walpole's skeich suggests that the northem portion of the room predates his
occupation of the house, The projecting bow was added as part of the reorganisation
of the south front ang the window frames date from his first major programme of
alterations, 1751-52. The bay was given with a pair of ogee-headed windows, fitted
with horizontal sliding sashes and shutters (removed after 1922). The partition forming
the north side of the Little Parlour seems to have followed with the works of 1753-54 and
the building of the staircase.

Walpole retained the accrued anomalies of the house he purchased: elerments cof the
floor plan and most significantly the differing ceilling heights. The Yellow Bedchamber,
immediately to the west, has determinad the ceiling level of this roaom and the floor
level of the Blue Bedchamber, while the ceiling level of China Room, directly east, is
lower. The differing ceiling levels of the westemn and eastem rooms detemmine the
iregutar levels of the staircase landings and suggesfs an ancient house built aver many
phases.

Walpole's first decorative scheme was hugely innovative, with stone-ccloured 'Gothic’
paper, Jackson's Venetian prints and the tormb-inspired chimneypiece by Muray. The
effect must have suggested bas reliefs set into the wall, much in the way of an falian
palazze. Walpcle later renewed the decoration in 1791 with an unknown schame.
Successive schemes are not recorded but it appears that the wainscot lining of the
room was stipped sometime after 1822 and with it much of the decorative history of
the room. The chimneypiece survives, though with the fireplace filed in, the
hearthstone lost and the decorative ctesting removed.
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CEILING
Plain gypsum plaster board sheet. Lined with textured
patterned paper and painted plain white.

=1924

1766 June  [rain] broke though the leads... thiough cellings and floors into the litle

pariour 35 228
CORNICE
Fibrous plaster cove-moulded comice plain cove culting | 1972-5 Remove fibrous plaster comice.
across head of double-ogee headed windows.
WALLS
The plain of the wall appears smooth, dry lined. Remove diy ining
Waest: brick core i/4C18
North & South: Timber frarme 1751 -3
East brick core construction, 4/4Ci8
WAINSCOTING
LOST; Frogment atfached fo chimneypiece. wainscofting | = Removed with lost shutter. Reinstate wainscot lining fo the wom, recovering
lost at time bow window rebuilt. historic plain of walls.
SKIRTING
Edge moulded with cyma recta. 1751 -3
FLOOR
Polished wood block in heringbone format. 1958 - 62

According fo the late John Comforth the room was
protably finished with a floor cloth or had a stone floor In
the C18,

F/1/15 Little Parlour
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CHMNEYPIECE

Gothic chimneypiece produced by Murray, with painted
heraldic enrichment. Upper element with three shields the
our two picked away to reveal decorative cyphers, the
central shield surrmounted by Walpole's crest a Saracen's
head. cf. Based on Jomb of Thomas Ruthall, Bishop of
Durharn in Westrminster Abbey.

Open fireplace and reinstate hearth,

LOST
Upper cresting of caved strawberry leaves as depicted

1754 Feb pd Muray for the Chimney

1754

1791

1855 - 63
>1972

5
Nov

piece for the litfle parlour 8 0 0 Toynbee Accounts

p® Grant for painting arms 1 2 6. Toynbee ACCOUNTSS
fthis could be the armaoury OR the chimney piece in the Lt Parlour}

Orford Arms infroduced on succession to Earldorm [iddon] (modern shield
overlay [MS])] - possibly not, ams represent Walpole not Lord Orford;
decorative painting added with FW cyphers painted on shields.

Addition of red picking out on upper band of caved cmament

The cyphers appear fo be C19 painting, the Saracen picked out in the mid
1970s, after the Countiy Life Photograph. Areas of colour (vermilion} added
to upper compartments and project heraldic crest picked-out in colowr
after 1972,

Reinstate upper band of omarment based on
analytical investigation and C18 pictorial
representation.

F/1/15 Little Parour
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