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Irgy closet [Frd 150 where | am now wiiting foyou, s hung with gresen oo
arvd woter-colour piciure: hos hwo windows; The one inthe diowing looks 1o
the’ garden, tha oiher 7o the beoutiful prospect; and the fop of sach
ghutted with fhe richest paintaed glass of the armes of England, crmeonioses,
card twertty afthel paces of green, numis, ond histors bie, [FH 1a) | st fei
you by the way, thaor the costle, when finished, will hove two and thirky
windows enfched with painted giass,  In this closet, which is M Chufe's
college of arms, ag two presses with booke of haraldny ang arfiquities,
hociame Sevione's efters, arnd any Franch books hat relate 1oher and ner
aocouaimance, Out of this closet 5 e room FR 171 whese we ahvoys e,

'y £ TE R AT i A A ma plene

'] i vhoibiras an 2EZ
1754 Moy & for fhie bed for the Blue raarm o7 N 8 PN ToyTise ATCTUNTE &

A3 Blus Bedohomioer

&3



iz HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
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*he EUpp-Er pr.‘.:lrl._:uur i ﬁanI"er_i hurrg with a plain-biue pooe:, with o chintz
bed and chals; rmy father and mather over he chimney in the Gibbons
frame, about which you know war wars in disoute what 10 2, | have Taed
on Back ana gold, and it has a chaming effect overyour chirnngy with The
o dropping paints, which s exscuted exactly; the old groe-of Hanny Vil
which you bought, s within i, In eoch ponst round the room s o singe
plciure; Groy's, Sr Chorss Willorms's, and  yours, I 1nSi biack & gold
frarmes; mine s fo maokch yours, and, on each side of the doorn e he
petures of M Churchilb ond Lody Moy, with thale son, on ona gcke: My
Corway:ond Loy Allesbiey on e ofher. You can't imagine how new and
prethy tnis fumiture &-asthe Librany ond greot paour grow finishad, you shaf
haws exoct nefice. 36 173
Tonmioee ACTOUNTS T4

1755 June10

THW ta Bantley] prasanty i tioke through the lsods, criowned the prefy blue
bedchomber, possed througn ceilings and floors inte the fitte parour,

termfiad Hary, ond opened all Caiherna’s woter-gotes ond speech-gafes.”
25 228
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1771 san? [HW e Corcry] YOU hove read ot rmy calamy witnou® kaowing it and wil
pity me when you do...nine thousond powds-rmills broks loose yestarday
rrcming on Hounstiow Healh; [FH 1] G whois squodnon of them came thifhss,
ar hewe Deokan sight of my painfed gloss winr::w, (s g's The nexrtty sicle of
Tﬂcufﬁlcnk&mﬂ‘hﬂds‘ondusnﬁgn I g I

Hes

Arnadny, possooe tosreat Parour
Rouna Room, Salsny

r .1 Cobiret; Holbein; Gallerys Blue Roorm; Giesn Closs)
Holbeln Roon‘-, and Gullew, arct S Rocr, and E-rsen t:loseﬂ‘ atc. hove | China Cioset
EISLCH.‘J&G .ﬂﬁ H"Ie starm Come rr*:-m Tr‘lEl n:.rrnu.m L T
i AT T | o STTRTN L i ¥l 44
T
1779 Jond [HW o Lochy Crssoay ook e aie four imss In Ryoe Fok, Defone | Baoan my
rmarch, and hod this house baked for o wesk previously, crd stayea for the
fraast, [P 2LA) Thess precaulicns hove answered - negatively - 1t & hoe Use

not sUfferad, | move but fror the red fo the Dioe rcom, [FM 3 The Blue
Bedichormber and the: Red Becchombes, descrined nWHs 'Des, of SH, Wiorks £ 435-8,
weare an the principal floor of 24 e floor plan iz bid, i ® W, focing 0. 512) and
thiesefore more comveresnt for him during lliness than his cown oedchamber on the floor
Qb (DN, (1 452-31] - ard cannot wolk even 1hose Thee yards yai=tbuwl my
Spime cne bettar, which always Thag when thet aver s auts gone: 2o ol my
wivacty winen | was at the worst was a lifle ght-readed,

kS &1
Here | homes boat hwo Deautiiud &ims in o lins with this Bowswandow [5rEE it
filue Bedchamber| 33 &2

1779200 9 [HW to Conwayl | wentto Srowtoemy porty ot of pradsnee,. parths-for
ennu, [FNaH oot ikest i air rreself Before Eoo in ard oot of Bot rooms
hare, and nod oy NoLss. oroughly womrmsa 100 o wesk psvioushy, ond
thizn onky stimed from the red room 1o the Siue onthe samefioorn. | stoyed
five Canys, and wos: nelther the-better nor thewonse tor it |wos culie ted
with hawving neither company, Books, roramosement of any king, Ether
fram the ermptiness of the fown, o thot ten weeks of gour [FN 7] have waorm
out he patience of all my acguairtance; but | don not see three perscrs
In Treee doys iz 317

USE of Room; heating thehouss

Urnclesar it the Blus Roomy o he Blus Bedchomibe:
ooty e fiest
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1781 June 16

[HW 1o Colg] | am now setting about the completion of my AEDES
Strawberryianae. A painter [FN 8 Edward Edwards {1736 - 1804). A.R.A. He was
much employed at SH 1781-3, anc wrote Anecdotes of painters who have resided or
been born in England . . . Intended as a continuation to e Anecdotes of Painting by
the late Horace Eari of Orford, 1808, WH pasted the drawings of the Tibune and
Gallery in his extra-liustrated copy of the 1784 Description of $H, now WSL. Both of
these drawings were engraved by Thomas Morris (. 1780 - 1800) for the description of
5H.] is to come hither on Monday 1o make a drawing of the Tibune and
finish T. Sandby’s fine view of the Gallery, to which | couid never get him to
put the last hand. They wil then be engraved with a few of the
chimneypieces, [FN ¢ Prints of the chimneys of the Great Paslour, China Room.,
Yellow Bedcharmber, Blue Bedchamber, Round Room, and the Screen of the Holbein
Chamber appeared inthe 1 784 Description of SH. All except those of the China Room
and the Round Room are signed ‘T. Marrs,” and they are in this style.] which will
complete the plates. | must add an appendix of curiosities purchased or
acquired since the Catafogue was printed.  This will be awkward, but |
cannot afford to throw away an hundied copies. [FN 10] | shall take care, if
| can, that Mr Gough does not get fresh intelligence from my engravers, or
he will advertise my supplement before the book appears. [FN 11)
2 274 +n

Engraved Views

1784

‘THE BLUE BED-Charmier.

HUNG with plain blue poper; a linen bed; eight chintz chairs; a foilette
worked by Mrs. Clive; alooking-glass in a forteishell frame; omamented with
silver; two blue and white square candlesticks of old Delftware: an ancient
lock 1o the door, richly wicught of brass an steel; and a cabinet jcpanned
by lady Walpole: on i, an ewer and bason of blue and white Sever china;
under it a blue and gold china bottle.

The chimney-plece was designed by Mr. Bentley., Over if,

In a e of Hiack and gold carved by Gibbons, sir Robert Waipole and
Catherine Shorter; small whole lengths; by Eckardtt, affer Zincke: the hounds
and,

[0 29] In the bow window, some very beautifui painted glass.
Description 28

PAPER
CHATTELS
FITTINGS - door

F/1/3 Blue Bedchamiber
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1789 Sept3l

The weather has been so cold since Monday, that for these two days | have
had a carpenter [FN 1.3 Notidenfified. There is no record in §HAccaunts of payment
of this work,] Stopping chinks in window frames and fisting the door of the Diue
roorm which | destined to wife Agnes: winds will n 7l

get into these old casties, Suttana Maria is to sleep in the red room, where
the Sultan himself resides when he has the gout, and which his Haughtiness

always keeps very comfortatle, Adieul
n 72

list, listel () A filet. (V.) To put a boarder or list 10 the edge of an object or
piece.

1726 List is a itfle square Moulding, serving o crown or accompany a
larger, or or occasion o separate the fiufings of a Column. It is sormetimes
calld aFlilet, and sometimes a Square: It cornes from the talicn work Lista,
any kind of tist or Selvage. Neve

1751 In Lancaster County, Virginia, several plantation bulldings needed to
‘e well siabbed; and listed down every after with a Board of full breaath.’
Joseph Ball Letter book, LD, 1823 'Inthe Corinthian Capitals there is a want
of the cavetto and listel of the astragal.” Lambeth and Manning, Thomas
Jefferson as an Archifect.

1791 Jan9

Alll have done yet is 1o walk with a little help from the Red Bedchambber [FN
2 Which HW sually used duing attacks of gout; see ante 18 Sept. 1789.] 10 the Blue
Roorm-that is, down ihree steps; and that joumney confains my dally and
whole history. [FN 3The tow following paragraphs are in Kirgate's hand.| mz
| ise every day and sit in the Blue Room il eleven at night; but the weather
is most unfortuncte for me, either tempests, or rains-the meadows quite

overflowed. 1 will undoubtedly be carfied fo fown the moment if is possible.
IR 178

Establishes nomenclature for rcom

1792

New chairs for blue bedchamio. 7 5 0. Toynbee ACCOUNTS 19

CHATTELS - chairs

1795 Aug22

I little imagined | should rejoice at your not being here; yet as, atleast | did
yesterday, when we had an outragecus storm of thunder that would have
frightened you teribly: | thought it directly over the Blue room, and it was so
near that it did fall on Davenpon's field over against the round tower and
reduced a shock of com to powder. (FN 1The field was directly west of 5H, just
across the 1oad to Harmpton Court (Genesis of SH.’ fig. 34). ...] 12 143

Yesterday Just as | hod breakfasted in my closet where your bust is, [FN 4
Presurnably in the Green Closet, on the principal fioor of SH, ... the bust of Mary Berry,

in terna-cotta, executed by Mrs Damer earlier in 1795, is not mentioned in 'Des. Of SH,
Works ii. Se¢ iilustration. 12 144

Probably the Breakfost Room as 18 later know as the

Blue Room

F/1/3 Blue Bedchamber
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1810

The blue bed-charnber, presents you, ina freme of black and gold, carved
by Gibbons, Sir Robert wWalpole and Catherine Shorer, (small whole-lengths)
by Eckard, after Zincke. [,..] You cbserve dlsc a pofrait of Gray. the poet
f...} Here is likewise a portralt of Mr. Horace walpole, having in the back
ground a view of Strawberry Hill, Evans 167

1842 May 19

[lots 84 - 88]
226

THE BLUE BED CHAMBER
84 A very inferesting and valuable picture, Porfraits of SIk ROBERT WALPOLE
and CATHERINE SHORTER, LADY WALPOLE ...

Sale 226 -

CHATTELS - Picture

1842 May 21

THE BLUE BED CHAMBER.

37 The top of the left hand window in three divisions of the fine oid stained
glass, the subjects represent Charity, Moses slaying the egyptians, and the
Adrministration of the Sacrament, with medalions of Birds and whole length
Figures

38 The top of the cenfre window in three divisions, two of the subjects
represent the story of the Unjust Steward and two small Flernish Landscapes
in grasaille, the sides decorated with various Cres's, Figures and Birdis

39 The top, of the right hand window in three divisions, equally beautiful,
representing the departure of the Prodigal Son, the story of Alraham and

Melchezedsc, David and Abigdl, with side medalions, all extremely fine
SALE 240

1883

On the second Haif-landing is @ ROOM WITH HALF OCTAGON END. The
Chimney Piece, which is decorated in white and gold, was designed Dy
Bentiey: adicining is a DRESSING-ROOM and W.C., and a Staiicase lecding
to a Bedroom above, A BEDROOM adjoining, with quaintly designed
Gothic Chimney Piece. Al these rooms have mulioned windows with
arched traceried heads filled with old Dutch painted giass of the 17th
century.

On the principal Landing is an OPEN VESTIBULE OF THREE GOTHIC ARCHES,

ighted by a window of old stained glass; from fhis is entered
VENTOR 5

152[9]

Pugin & Pugin Plan

[plan survey and proposal for heating? - Marked as SITTING ROOM 5. no
inter-connecting door fo Red Bedchamber of fo Green Closet, radiator
positioned on north wall to left of door] BEDS ROLL RGH/2/335

1958 Dec

Sir Albert Richardson Plan

[plan recording and with proposal of the restoration of the norh entrance.
Roorm marked Priest Bedroom, with no communication to Green Closet or
Red bedcharmber BEDS ROKL RGH/2/335

F/1/3 Blue Bedchamiber
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1972 Country Life, first visual record of the Blue Bedchamiber known. Roeom
arranged with antiques by Peter Rose.

F/1/3 Blue Bedchamiber
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RED BEDCHAMBER

F/a

Part of the oid house acquired by Walpole In 1747, The stucture differs materiaty from fhe Blue Bedchamber as the walls
are of brick construction. Historicatly, described as the Red Bedchamber, and used from the very beginning by John Chute
when ot Strawberry Hill. Although there is an early description of the roam hung with red paper, 'in the same manner as the
room pelow {the Yeliow Bedchamber), very is actuclly known of the C18 appearance of the rcom and as of yat no
description of the glass has been found as the room was not distinctively identfified inthe | 842 sale catalogue. Itis, however,
one of the more poolly documented rooms in Walpole's house.

It has been suggested that the first decorative scheme was of red-coloured paper and hung with prints, like a print room,
and in 1784 the room is described as hung with crimson paper. Apart from the descriptions of the paper as red and crimson,
very lithe is confidently know of the room’s decaration or arangement during the C18 or C19. Evidence of early C18 and
iater paper can be found in the closet to the left of the chimneypiece. Numercus layers of decorative schemes include
samples of historic papers sequence are: 1] beige ground with small hop o currant leaves in browns, block printed and is
found benaath cloak pin rail, presume this pre HW, 2) light giound with ivy over a tepecting circulor trellis', Block printed; 3)
furquoise ground, with gold leaf printed botanicals.

Twentieth Century Alterations

it appears that the present celling was addexd during the repairs caried out by Setastian Pugin Powell, probably at the same
time the walls were dryv-lined. Sometime after 1958 a new door was intioduced which links internally the Red with the Blue
Bedcharnber. The door case, frame and archifrave have similar characteristic of other C19 joinery and may have been
maoved from another location in the house.
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ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WCORKS
CFEILING
Gypsum plaster, probably af the time the bay of the | >1924-34
adjacent Blue Bedchamiber is rebullt and
Pattern lining papear
CORNICE The timber box cornice appears to have been duplicated in the room
Timber 'box type, the lower element, a cyma recta, is below, the Beauty Room. ~1720 from Chenevix period or earlier.
uried intc a later layer of plaster.
WALLS
Brick subsiructure pre HW, inner skin of timber joinery. Part of the pre HW structure, of a different style of construction, dimension | Remove modem dry lining, reveal grained scheme to
Chirnney reast projects inte room forming void to each and material than the walls of the Blue Bedchamber, dllow comice to be read and door to be eased.
side, the southem compartment forms a closetl, the
northem relates to space entered from Trunk Cieled The cupboard contains significant archaeoclogical material relating to
Passage. the decorative history of the house as well as a short run of C18 clothes
pegs.
The timber joinery, in the small area exposed, appedrs 1o
have been grained.
Wwalls dry lined with gypsum plaster - encasing part of
chirnneypiece and lower element of box comice.
DADO
Moulded timber applied to wall, was added when room Remove dado
was last redecorated as it does net appsar in the 1972 | ~1993 Dado
Country Life photograph of the chimneypiece.
SKIRTING 1751-3 Skirting Reinstate section on east wall were door F/1/3 D 3 s
Plain imber with cyma recta moulded to the upper edge., o be removed.
conforrms in pattem 1o other Walpole period  skifing
boards.
FLOOR
Nylon pile carpet fited to the room.  Finished boards | ~1993 No record of the historic floor freatments.

visible benecth carpet

F/1/4 Red Bedchamber 51
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CHIMNEYPIECE

Gothic surround, with rising pinnacles fo each side, Al

decorative detail expressed as sawn applique rather than

carved boarded opening.

Sips  Black marble, peaking through from  behind
surround, moulded and sheared-off tfo
accommodate timber surcund. Appears fo be a
pre HW chimneypiece

Grate Cast ion. Gothic arch opening to reduced
fireplace, the checks fitted with glazed files, cast
with raised pattemn of revived Neo-Classical motifs,
The files were dilled and domaged when the
covering board was applied fo the grate.

hearhstone
Black marbie, same as slips.

1/ 4 C18 with layer from 1753/4

1/4C18

4;4C19o0r1/4C20

1/4C18

Remove and store grate,

Recover fireplace.

HW - “best in the house’ [MS]

1779 Jan$

C19 late

[HW to Conway] | went to Strawberry partly out of prudence, .. | thought it
best to air myselt hefore | go in and out of hot rooms here, and had my
house thoroughly warmned for a week previously. and then only stimed from
the red room to the blue on the same floor. | stayed five days, and was
neither the better nor the worse for it. | was quite tired with having neither
company, bocks, nor amusement of any kind.  Either from the emptiness
of the town, of that ten weeks of gout [FN 7] have wom out the patience of
al my acguaintance, but | don not see three persons in three days.
39 317

concedls Edwardian tiles Orleans 1980

WINDOWS
Double-ogee headed window, painted glass to upper
panes and two casements below.,

F/1/4 Red Bedchamber
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W1 W1 Open window embiasure, and reinstate sliding shutlers
architrave Recfiinear outer architrave with inner archifrave 176172
double-ogee shaped headed window Restore 2 x 3 light configuration of casement.
frame.
frame Flat fimber embrasure fo window opening frame >1980 Reinstate sliding casements.
filed in to accommodate reworking of
WINCAow .
shutter Nt visible, wide filet placed to embiasure shutter —_
possibly conceating shutter leafl within wall
cavity
casement  Each casement of a single pane. casement  >1980
175172 Chute elevation with
1980 photograph showing both casements with 2 x 3 division of panes.
Casement appears 1o have refained sliding mechanism until Iate 1970s,
glazing glazing
decordtive Rearanged by Joan Howson. decorative 1943 - 60
plain - float gloss C18 unknown
=1856 reworking of HW's roundels by Thomas Bailfie:;
plane >1980
ronmongery  Butt hinges ronmongery > 1980 when windows clfered
furniture furniture maodern
DOORS
D1 Doorto Staircase landing D1 ~17510r2
archittave  As others on first floor landing of stair, architiave  type | Rernove maodemn Yale lock.
frame  lkancet-arch shaped, bevelled outward 10 frame
recelve door leaf
leat  Type 1, reduced in scale to it landing. lecf 1751, > 18546 enrichments
Panels enriched with moulded
composition ormnament,
fonmongery  wrought hinges Ironmongery  hinges 1750s, modem lock
furniture  Rim lock fitted with decorative brass kno fumniture  post 1855; Yale lock after ~1970
other  Door very difficult to open as a result of other
campet, dry lining to walls and inserted
dado rail

F/1/4 Red Bedchamiber 53
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