ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

FURNITURE
Lantern:  ptd metal with ptd glass panels

| have filled Mr Bentley’'s Gothic lanthorn with painted glass, which casts the most
venerable gloom on the stalrs that ever was seen..... [HW fo Montagu 11 June 1753 i,

164)

Lantem 20C copy of arginal now at Fammington - needs rope and tassel [MS)]
1980s infroduction

LW had chandelier

Post
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ITEM

HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

F/1/7 THE ARMOURY
1763 Ammoury
1754 Armoury

CELING

Groin vault of three bays, worked in lime plaster on lath,
tnspection from roof access hatch suggest ceiling survives
from C18. Applied cast oinament of fleur-de-lys,

The ceiling painted dark blue with the applied omament
picked out in geld paint.

Overall appears in sound condition. The face of the
ceiling decorated with later cast fleur-de-lys.

Celling plan appears fo date from 1752 with applied omament of about

1857,

Is an open vestibule of three Gothic arches  Description 1784 440
1922 Country Life photograph showing ceiling painted light colour
1960 Paint scheme devised by Peter Rose, introduces dark blue, and probably

renewed by John Warren 1984 after dry rot repairs.

Redecorate based on paint analysis, consider
monochromatic scheme - retain C19 omament

CORNICE
none

WALLS

West wall brick and steal frame construction; rebuilt 1984
after dry rot repairs. Photographs suggest conecrete block
(breezeblock?) construction with steel bearms, plastered
directly cnto block.

North Wall timber framed with nogging.

East wai uncertain

ARCADE

Cluster Gothic colurmns forming fhree bay arcade, the
outer and norther colurmns engaged to wall acting as real
suppor o plaster-work groin vaulting above. The columns
set on octagonal plinths, in height relating to the skifing.

Alcade of the Armoury relates to the Hall screen, same
column dasign, dividing the Hall from the stair.
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

NICHE

Lancet arch shaped, inserfed info west wall,

1771 Jan7?

1784
1780s

1984

Lancet arch shaped niche insered fo accommodate foumnament Grnour
acquired by Walpole in 1771, Present arch reinstated 1984, car

[HW 1o Lady Ossory] | have the satisfaction of announcing to you the arival
of two great peronages from France; one is Madermoiselle Heinel, the
farmous dancer; [Fnt 5] the other, King Francis the First. [FN 16 HW purchased the
armour soid 1o have been made for Frangois | (1494 - 1547), K Of Frances, for £62. 10.
0, Mme du Deffand acting as his agent. It was sold SH xix. 77 for £320.5.0 See
Appendix 1.] In shost, the armour of the latter is actually here, and infis niche,
which | have had made for it on the staircase; and a very little stretch of the
imagination will give: it all the visionary dignity of the: gigantic hand in armour
that | dreamt of seeing on the balustrade of the staircase af Otranto. [FN17]
If this is not realizing one's dreams, | don't know what is.

32 67
llustrated D 1784 43
Carter sketches ond finished watercolours, shows suite of armour aranged

with horse armour as well Hurtington RB 130348 falio
49 verso

framing of the niche rediscovered duling 1984 building works.

Reduced aepth

DADO / SKIRTING
Dado: None

Skifing:  Plain fimber, upper edge mouded.

1788

Skifing appears as in C18 views,

Carter sketch and finished drawing showing skiring detail.

Redecorate following paint analysis.

FLOOR

Fitted modern carpet, over fioorboards, pegged, lifted for
varnous repair campaigns, screwed and nailed into place.
Boards run east and west.

Further suvey needed.

HW - boarded floor to give primitive castle look
boards illustrated by Carter

Remove fitted carpet, repair suviving boards.

LIGHTING
small lantern suspended frorm cential bay; position relates
1o when house was first electrified,

Present lignting probably dates from 1930s; during HW period light from
window cnd lantem otherwise dark.

WINDOWS
Lancet arch-shaped window filed with cecorative glazing
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Fj7 W1 looking west W1  Window created in 1752 / 3 building campaign, glass rearranged by Baillie
archiftave  moulded timber, standard pattem, and
frame  wrought-ron frame, Gothic lancet arch architrave
shaped frame
shutter  none  evident, presumed lost  during shutter  lost, wall wholly rebuilt 1984 removing all evidence,
various post 1958 restoration works casement  Possibly © 18, but pessibly renewed by Ballie, type is like other suviving
casement  Lower portion of right-hand (N) casement wrought-iron casements.
swings. glazing Not desciibed by Cole 1762 - presume not heraldic,  Present scherme
glazing ilustrated pre 1924, but not as [Carter] which shows a less ordered assembly
hargware of fragrnents. Presurme arangement refiects post Sale mic-C19 scheme
furniture nardware
furniture  wrought fing
1771 Jan7  [HWto Conway]...nine thousand powder-mills broke loose yesterday morming
on Hounslow Heath; [FN 1] @ whole sguadron of them came thither, and
have broken eight of my painted glass windows; and the north side of he
caste looks as if it had stood a siege. The two next great sufferers are
indeed two of the least valuable, being the passage windows to the library
and great parour 39 152
1784 THE ARMOURY
... lighted by a window entirely of painted glass, and ormamented
Description 1784440
1784 [watercolour views (2] by Carfer and Edward Edwards
1883 The principal lending is an OPEN VESTIBULE OF THREE GOTHIC ARCHES,
ghted by a window of old stained glass; from this is entered VENTOMS
Cole (ranscript p.2 Ist parg) mentions ‘two ancient Coats of the same
sort....for Cavendish in the Star Chamiber, see ifustration C5713-03. Outside
the Library is a pair of armorials of the same description, their shields are
shaped rather than simple, but definitely the same intermariage with
Cavendish. From the Star Chamber? Note from M E Peover
DOORS
D1 Leading from Armour fo Library L1 Conslructed with the staircase about 1752
architrave archifrave
frame frame
leaf  Seven panel, lancet arch, leaf  part of 1752 works, enriched 18587
hardware hardware  hinge integrated info door leaf, surviving from 1752.
furniture furniture  ~1857
other other
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ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
DECORATION 1753 May22  [HW fo Montagu] You may be assured that | will pay you a visit sormetime | reinstate of uncover dates
Waills plain painted in pink colour as ground cofour of this sumimer, though not yet, as | cannet leave my workmen, especially as
staircase. At the centre of each bay on the north wall and we have a painter who paints the paper on the staircase under MrBentiey’s | Complete heraldic cycle of badges and dates af
east wall a heraldic badge. presumed as surviving from direction. [FN 6] The armoury [FN 7] bespeaks the ancient chivalry of the lords | frieze jevel. Reinstarte lost badge to west wall based
1753/4 as by Grant. of the castle, and | have filled Mr Bentley’s Gothic lanthom on Carter's sketch, reinstate dates beneath
9 150
Dates inscribed [not shown by Benfley but by Carter) are 17563 June 12 {HW to Mann] ... and a vestibule [FN 10] open with three arches on the
now LOST or overpainted. The dates do not appear in the landing place, and niches full of trophies of old coats of mail, Indian shields
early photographs whilst the badge on the west wall as made of hinoceras’s hides, broadswords, guivers, long bows, armows and
shown by Bentiey and Carter was LOST affer 1924 before spears—all supposed 1o be taken by Sir Tesry Robsart [FN 1] in the holy wards.
1960 when dacorated under the direction of Rose. But as none of this regards the enclosed driawing, | will EJ;JSS fo that -
1754 [July 2 ? Grant tor painrting a iny® amou 8 0. Toynbee ACCOUNTS §
Bentley qnd Carter imoge§ of Hall, Staircase and Arrnouy 1754 LO: d za Grant forr;i:inﬁngg c;?risl ¥ A 81 2 2 m::bee ACCOUNTS 6
emphasise monochiomatic wals, punctuatedby heraldic |4 7g4 Omamentad over the doors and niches with quarterings of the: family of
badges painted by Giant walpole palnted by Grant [D.1784 p. 440
1784 llustrated Carter 51784 439
[this could be the armnoury OR the chimney piece in the L Parlour]
1810 The Stalicase is handsomely decorated with shields and heads. and The
Armoury is enriched with suits of armour, swords, scimiftars, lances, spedars.
maces, bows, hatchets, halberds &c.; with a curious Head of Isis, a small
model in tena-cotta by Mrs. Darmer, which she execuied in large, in stone,
for the bricge flung across the Thames af Henley. | must not pass wholly
unnoticed the Suif of Amnour that belonged fo Francis the First {...] Mr
Walpole, ascending the stairs, said to one of his fiends with a smile, whilst
pointing 1o this armour - “you see that iitfe men may be great men”
Evans 164+
1924 Phctograph by Couniry Life, walls wallpapered LW / Steame
1883 The principal Landing is an OPEN VESTIBULE OF THREE GOTHIC ARCHES,
ighted by a window of old stained glass; frorm this is enteraed
VENTOM 5
1960 [repainted as part of Peter Rose scheme]

wall painfing

A cycle of heraldic shields fo each bay, with dates below;
first shield (positicned over window) has been LOST or over
painted by 1922.

llustration of lost shied by John Carter ~ 1781,

1754 [uy2d] p? Grant for painting arms in v* arrmoury

1754 Nov

8 8 0.
p Grant for painting amns 1T 2 6

Toynbee ACCOUNTS 5
Toynbee ACCOUNTS &

Reinstate historic decoration
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

WALLPAPER
Presertly plain-painted pink, in some areas (west wall)
appears to be painted directly on fo plaster.

North and East walls may be lined with historic paper,
unciear; west wall comprehensively renewed.

1753 May22 [HW to Montagu] You may be assured that | will pay you a visit sometime
this surmmer, though not yet, as | cannct leave my workmen, especially
as we have a painter who paints the: paper on the staircase under Mr

Bentey's direction. 9 150
1771 [Bromwich paid to paper unidentified rooms - presume inciuded
alteration of west wall to accommodate niche]
1924 Cl photograph shows patterned paper to dff vertical survaces

West Wall replaced in 1983/4 during last major dry-
rof out-brake.

FURNITURE

A circular gilt-woed table, the frome and legs with carved
gesso decordation; the top of white marbie.

Historically fumished with frophies of weapons and armour
os depicted by Benfley, Carter and Harding with
sarcophagus and bas-relief panels moving in and out at
different times.
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PICTURES / COLLECTIONS

A coliection of weapons aranged as ¢ trophy, no
pictures.

1774 Feb?22

1774 Jure 19

1779 Dec 14

1789 July@

Historic C 18 views show a variety of obiects hanging in Armoury. Including
pictures of Netherandish church, painted fournarment shields and frophies
of weaponds.

[HW to Hamilton] [revival of Vandyke Dress] In the meantime your Gothic
shields {FN 27] will be extrernely welcome. As both cluels [FN 28] and changes
of rairnent are in fashion, | wilt wear one at the first fournament in defence

of the next maid of honour that is accused of bigamy. [FN 29]
35 419

{HW to Hamilton ] For fear of froutsling you, dear Sir, with Two lefters instead
of one, 1 waited for the arrival of the shields [FN 1 see anfe HW to Hamilten 22
Feb. 1774] before | thanked you for them-but it put my gratitude to pain, for
| cid not receive themn till the day befcre yesterday, Now they are come,
it will, which is very selfish, double my gratitude, for they are fine and most
chaming-nay, almeost in foo good taste, not to put my Gothic house to
shame-1 wish the Medusas could tum it fo stone! In short | am exceedingly
obiiged fo you; but though | have spared you one lefter of my own, it wilt
cost you another of yours, for you must tell me more about them, The two
that are painted, [FN 2] are in the great style of the best age; and by the Earl
of Surrey's shield in the Duke of Norfolk's possession, [FN 3] which is in the
sarme manner as to the form and 35 420

disposttion, though not 5o bold, | should conclude they are by Polidore, [FN
4] or of that school. Pray safisfy me, and of the pedigree of the other too,
which by the battflernents on the buildings rmy house pretends is of its own
family. 1.am going fo hang thermn by the beautiful armour of Francis | [FN 5]
and they will certainly make: rme dream of another Castle of Ofranto, or at

least of a tournament more superb than Lord Stanley's féte-champétre,
35 420

[HW fo Lady Ossory ] In fact | am impatient 1o thank your Ladyship and Mr
Fitzpatrick for his infendad offering to the Armoury ai Strawbeiry, [FN 1) where
it shall be consecrated on the fourth of November, [FN 2 The Anniversary of the
birth of William 11l @ mere solernn holiday there than the fifth, [FN 3] | recollect
a story of James |, who being seized wilh the colic as he was ...t will
preserve Mr Fitz's present carefully, that so sovereign a medicine may have
a chance of returning whence it came; and in case of need, of going
through all the Scets that deserve it 33 147

[HW to Mary Barry] 1 hear a gentlernan in the armaury ask the housekeeper
as he looked at the bows and arraws, “pray, does Mr walpole shoot?” No,
nor with pistols nelther. | leave all weopens fo Lady Salisbury and Mr

Lennox.’
11 25

RoMan ossucries acquired 1740s for Atingfon Street then moved Iater fo S
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ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
letters +20 281 The Armotry - +32 &6 The Aimoury -
+9n 146 The Armaoury - 20 348n  The Afrnoiry - +33 146-7 The Amoury -
+9 150 The Armoury - 20. 375n  The:Ammotry - +35 419 shields
+11 25n The Armoury - +20 396 The Armoury - +35 421 The Armoury - shields to hang in
+11 25 The Armoury - +20 400 The Armoury - +3¢ 152
231 22 The Armoury - contents
1753 May22 [HW fo Mortagu) You miay be assured that | will poy your a vistt sometirmne
+his sumrmer, though not yet, as | cannot leave my workmen, especially as
we have a painter who paints the paper on the staiicase under Mr Bentiey's
direction. [FN 6] The armoury [FN 7] bespeaks the ancient chivalry of the lords
of the castie, and | have filled Mr Bentley's Gothic lanthom
g 150
with painted glass, which casts the most venerable glocm on the stairs that
was ever seen since the days of Abelard, [FN 8] The lanthom itself in which
| have struck a coat of the Verses is supposed to have come from Castle
Henningham, {FN 9] Lord and Lady Vere were here tother day, and called
cousins with it, and would very readily have invited It to Hanworth, but her
Porfuguese blcod has so blackened the frue stream, [FN 10] that | can't
bring myself to offer so fair a gift to their chapel.
9 151
17563 June 12

HW to Mann]

2 and a vestibule [FN 10] open
with three arches on the ianding place, and niches ful of trophies of old
coats of mail, Indian shields made of thinoceros's hides, broadswords,
quivers, long bows, anows and spears—all supposed to be taken by Sir Termy
Robsart [FN 111 in the holy wards, But as none of this regards the enclosed
drowing, | will pass to that = : i

1
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HISTORICAL DETAIL
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1753 Octé [HW fo Mann]'...| believe | have mentioned having made a kind of armoury:
rmy upper servant [FN 7], who is full as dull as his predecessor, whom you
knew, .... has had his head so filed with arms, that tother day, when a
man brought heme an old chimney-back [FN 8], which | had bought for
having belonged fo Harry VL he came running in, and sclicd, “Sir, Sirl Here is
a man has brought some more armour
Last week when | was intown, | wenit o pay a bill 1o the glazier who fixed up
the painted glass: 1 said, "Mr. Paimer, {FN 9] you charge me seven shillings
a day for your mean's work; | know you give him but two shillings; and | am
told that it is impossile for him to earn seven shilings a day’...”

20 396
Toynbee ACCOUNTS 79

1753 Nov? [Mann to HW ] You are much better employed in your armoury and about
your painted glass. though | would really take care for the future not to
contiibute to all Mr Palmer chooses to do. Adieu, my ...

20 400
1754 [July 2d] p° Gront for painting arms in y© amaoury 8 g 0. Toynbee ACCOUNTS 5
1754 Nov p° Grant for painting arms 1 2 & Toynbee ACCOUNTS &

175[4] view of Armoury by Benfley

1762 June 30  Walpole to Lady Mary Coke

1771 Jdon7 [HW 1o Conway] YOU have read of my calamity without knowing it, and will
pitty me when you do...nine thousand powder-mills broke loose yesterday
rmorning on Hounslow Heath; [FN 1] a whole squadion of thern came thither,
and have broken eight of my painted glass windows; and the north side of
The cosﬂe Looks os |f it hod stood a S|ege

P 3 A red

: The two next greot sufferers ore indeed two of

pcrlour—u R

Hall

Armoury, passage to Great Parlour
Round Room; Galtery

Cabinet; Holbein; Gallery; Blue Room; Green Closet

China Closet
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1771 Jan7

[HW to Lady Ossory] | have the satisfaction of announcing 10 you the arrival
of tow great peronages flom France: one is Madernoiselle Heinel, the
famous dancer; [Fn15]the other, King Francis the First. [FN 16 HW purchased the
armour said to have been made for Frangois | {1494 - 1547), K. Of Frances, for £52. 10.
0. Mme du Deffand acting as his agent. It was sold SH xix, 77 for £320.5.0 See
Appendix 1.]In short, the armour of the latter is actually here, and inits niche,
which | have had mads for it on the staircase; and a very little stretch of the
imagination will give it all the visioncry dignity of the gigantic hand inarmour
that | drearmt of seeing on the balustrade of the staircase at Otranto. [Fi17]

If this is not redlizing one’s drearms, | don't know what is.
2 67

ALTERATION - Niche inserted prior to this date

1774 Feb22

[HW to Hamitfon] [revival of Vandyke Dress] in the rmeantime your Gothic
shields [FN 27 will be extrermely welcome. As both duels [FN 28] and changes
of raiment are in fashion, 1will wear one at the first tounarment in defence

of the next maid of honour that s accused of bigamy. [FN 29]
35 419

1774 June 19

[HW to Hamitton | For fear of troubling you, dear Sir, with two letters instead
of one, 1 waited for the arrival of the shields [FN 1 see anfe HW to Hamiiton 22
Feb. 1774] betore | thanked you for them-but it put my gratitude o pain, for
| did not receive them fill the day before yesterday. Now they are come,
it will, which is very selfish, double my gratitude, for they are fine and most
charming-nay, aimeost in too good taste, not 10 put my Gothic house to
shame- wish the Medusas could tum it to stone! In short | am exceedingly
obliged fo you: but though | have spared you one letter of my own, ft will
cost you another of yours, for you rmust fell me more about them. The two
that are painted, [FN 2] are in the great style of the best age: and by the Ear
of Surey’s shield in the Duke of Norfolk's possession, [FN 3] which is in the
same manner as to the form and 35 420

dispasition, though not so bold, | should conclude they are by Polidore, [FN
4] or of that school. Pray satisfy me, and of the pedigree of the ofther 100,
which by the battlements on the bulldings my house pretends is of its own
famity. | am going to hang them by the beautiful armnour of Francis tFN 5]
and they will cerainly make me dream of ancther Costle of Otranto, or at

least of a toumnament more superk than Lord Stanley’s féte-champétre,
35 420

shields
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1779 Dec 14

[HW fo Lady Ossory | In fact | am imodatient to thank your Ladyship and Mr
Fitzpatrick for his intended offering to the Armmoury at Sfrawbery, [FN 1] where
it shall be consecrated on the fourth of November, [FN 2 The Anniversary of the
sirth of Williarn 1ll.] @ mMore solernn holiday there than the fifth, [FN 3} | recollect
a story of James 1, who being seized with the colic as he was ... I will
preserve M Fitz's present carefully, that so soverelgn a medicine may have
a chance of refuming whence it came; and in case of need, of going
through all the Scots that deserve it 33 147

Not clear what object

1784

THE ARMQURY

is an open vesiibule of three Gothic arches, lighted by a window entlrely of
painted glass, ang omamented over the doors and niches with quarterings
of the family of Walpole painted by Grant Description 1784 440

1789 Juy?®

[HW to Mary Berry] just now, as | was reading your lefter inmy bedchamber,
while some of my cosfemers [FN 3 The name given by Mr Walpole to parfies
coming to view his house’ (B Wiight vi. 323). His ‘costomners’ for @ July were 4 from Mr
Roffey [Visitors).] are seeing the nouse, | hear a gerflernan inthe ammoury ask
the housekeeper as he looked af the bows and arrows, “pray, does Mr
Wwalpole shoot?” No, nor with pistols nefther. | leave all weapons fo Lady
Salisbury and Mr Lennox.” 11 25

1810

The $taircase s handsomely decorated with shields ana heads; and The
AImoury is enriched with suits of armour, swords, scimitars, lances, spears,
maces, bows, haichets, halberds &c.; with a curious Head of Isis, a small
rmodel in fera-cona by Mrs. Damer, which she executed in large, in stone,
for the bridge fiung across the Thames ot Henley. | must not pass wholly
unnoticed the Suit of Armour that belonged fo Francis the First {.,.] Mr
walpole, ascending the stairs, said o one of his friends with @ smile, whilst
pointing to this armour - *you see that liffle men may be great men”

Evans 164+

1842 May 16

THE ARMOURY.

[lots 64 - 108] SALE 192-
194

1883

The principal Landing is an OPEN VESTIBULE OF THREE GOTHIC ARCHES,

lighted by a window of old stained giass; from this is entered
VENTOM 5

1924

Photographed by Country Life
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