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We regretted that we had no fickefs for Rarmilten’s garden, which
we passed, and that only the side facing the Thames was visible,
where, amongst aristically planted frees, the residence
resembles alarge, diapidated Gothic church, with glocmy walks
around it, provoking conternpiation of things fransitory.

Clare WILLIAMS. Sophie in London, 1786 (London: Jonathan Cape. 1933}
p 213
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Second Flocr and Tower upper Floors
Analysis of Fabric



MR. WALPOLE'S BEDCHAMBER
1756
1842
1883

SN2

new bedchamber

HORACE WALPOLE'S BED CHAMBER.

HORACE WALPOLE'S Bed Room

Built by Waipole as his own bedchamber affer the completion of the two "great rooms’ (Licrary and Great Parlour). He wiltes of the beginning of the works
late October 1755, while the followingg year Miniz is paid for the over-door picture of Chute, June, and pays for a new ‘white bed”, November, and the
architect Robinson, December. No conternporary description of the interior decoration has yet been identified but a sample of a large-scale pattem blue-
coloured ground wodl-flocked wallpaper suvives in the hanging closet. The paper appears to imitate a mid-C18 furnishing damask or cut velvet, The flock
is now a golden colour, its first colour is not yet understood, but given ifs present colour was most likely in contrast with the ground. The sample identified in
the cupboard retains a contemporary boarder, Archaeclogical remaing of further decorative schemes including that by Cowian for Lady Waldegrave (1856].
The present decoration of the room appears to date from the early 1990s when the Vincencien Fathers removed from the house.

The decorative comice may be in part C18 with mid-C19 enrdchments, however paint analysis is required to identify the phased addifion of decorative
elements,

The principal architectural fiting for the room, the chimneyplece was designed by John Chute, relates to details in the slightly earlier Library (shell motif] and
the conternporary China Room chimneypiece (gothic pc:hels]. Drawings for the chimney piece survive in the collection of the Lewis Walpole Library and an
engraved view was produced by J Morris in his 1781 group of engravings. While no 18C description of the decoration has yet been identified the 1883 sale
as white and gold.

The projecting bay window appears to be part of the original design for the room, with an arangement of seven bays, each bay dividea info a pair of
rectangular paneis with the upper panel fixed and with a double hipped arch. The five panels aranged consecutively with a retum of a single bay ateach
end. The upper register of all bays appears to represent suviving ecrlier structure, the moulded profile relates o the top section of the skiing board. The
seven upper shaped panels were filed with a cycle of emblematic and heraldic glass. The Rev Wiliam Cole (1762) includes illustrations and a written
description of the glass, Further description of the panels are included in both editions of the Description and great 1842 sale catalogue. The decordtive
elernents of the glass are now displayed at the Tower of London. Unusually, the window appears 1o have no provision for shutiers, though on examination
the embrasure to the wall, the skirting in this position and floorboards date from the 2 C20. Investigation Is required to defermine whether the original shutters
surviver within the wall structure.

The curtain pole which remains in situ appears to date from the mid 1o late C19 and refains elements of a decorative textile finish.

Both doors relate in pattern to the early lancet-shaped design os found inthe Great Porlour and other door apertures directly lecding to the stalrcase. Both door have an additional
detail, o hinged panel in the upper compartment on the lock side of the door.
Flcor level a slight step up from langing which represents the height of the room below and that this room was G later addition - infilled.

Floor boards in wirkdow bay have been parly replaced it appears in early C20. Further inspection required 1o defermine extent of repcir, Presume C18 floor was wide boards with bed carpet



ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
CEILING
Plain plaster on lath,  Lined with paper. Painted plain | 1756
white.
CORNICE
Decorative gothic comice extending around the room Uncertain To he confirmed with paint analysis.
and across the face of cupboards, Enriched with vy leaf
and berries.
At the base of the comice a gilded picture rail,
WALLS
East, South & North: Timber framed with bick nogging. 1756
West: Brick core and timber frlame 1752
WAINSCOTTING
Room lined out with deal wainscotting. 1756 Confirmn with investigafion
SKIRTING
Plaiin upright with quarter-round and fillet top and pettomn. | 1 756 With areas of repair
Areas of renewal around projecting bay but 1756 pattern.
FLOOR
Fitted carpet to room over boards. 1756 Areas of renewal early C20
CHIMNEYPIECE
Rectiinear form, rekates in design fo that in the China | 1755 Much as designed, though the batflement to fhe mantle shelf lost at an | Restore masked and  lost elements of the
Closet, commissionad probably at the sarme time, though unknown date, and the fireplace filed with a standard late C19 castkon grate. | chimneypiece.
this is larger in scale.
~1755 Designs for the chimneypiece by John Chute now in the collection of the Lewis Remove standard late C19 cast iron grate.
The lintel of the chimneypiece in three parts, at the base walpole Library;
a sall repetitive diomond pattemn, above larger scale | 1774 The chimney-piece was designed by Mi, Chute, and has great grace. Reinstate baftliements to mantieshelf as per Benfley
carved shells, the batfflements shown on Cdarer's ) ) Description 74 5% drawing and following scientific investigation.
measured diawing lost. The uprighis carved with a band 1781 [Chimney piece measured and drawn by Carter and engraved by Morrls]
of two quatre-foils and below two lozenge-shaped raised inscribed ‘Chimney-piece [designed by Mr Wailpole] ion Mr Walpoles Bed-
poneis. Al as detaled on John Carers measured chamber, at Strawberry Hill :I;:Iingion RB 130348 folic
Hawing. 1784 The chimneypiece was designed by Mr Chute, and has gredt grace.
Description 1784 452
The slips and hearthstone of black marble. 1810 Mr. Walpole's Bedchamber confains nothing that is particulary curious,
excepting that the chimney-piece possesses greal grace,
The freplace reduced by cast iron grafe which was Evans ted
adapted for gas at one time. 1883 the Chimney Piece, designed by Chute, is in caved wood, cecorated inwhite:
and gold; VENTOM 5
In front of the heart a moderm electic fire. 1980 panels on sides recall that in China Closet and a Langley-ish fieze of shells

[Oreans 1980]

§/1/2 Mr Walpole's Bedchamber
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HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

WINDOWS
snew?

archifrave
frame

shutter
casement

glazing

Projecting bay window, seven bays, the first
and last bays returning, the elevation of five
bays. Ecch of fhe seven bays divided
unequally into thiee compartments arranged
vertically, ot the top and seen from the exterior
cnly o square compartment flled with a
guatre-foll.  Beiow fwo comparments of
glazing.

Below the glozing the interior filed with
wainscotting, of styles, rails and large floating
parels all fixed with timber pegs and relates in
type as closet construction,  Externally area
below glazing finished with weather board in

sofftwood, painted. Appears  recently
renewed. Paint badly failing.
Filel and quarter round, fo rectangular

opening of bay window.

Deep embrasure with single fimber board to
widlth, appears 1o concedl shufter pocket.

At present shufter not evident.

The ertire lower register of caserments have
been renewed, moulding profiles do not align,
firmber with loose knofs.  General condifion
poOH.

All elements now plain glazed.

The upper casernent fixed and at its top with a
gothic double ogee arch in fimber, the entire

upper panel was

Wil
architrave
frame
shutter
caserment
glazing

1762

1784

~1790

1810

Added with room 1755/6

Appears 1o fit with known mia C18 profiles used in the house.

embrasure appears C20

not evident

hinged caserment C20

present glazing modem.

in Mr Walpole's Bedchamber, in the single window looking upon the
Thames, are ameng many other Flemish ams & Paintings, the thiee
following English Coats

1st, Inabend engrailed $. for Radcliffe. The Arigert Diapred.

2d. A & Cross Croslers fiche § on a Chief B 2 mullets pierced O for Clinton
3d. Inalarge Coat, Quaderly of 6 Pieces, 3 & 3. JI England with o label of
5 points B & on each 3 Fleurs de Lis O for Lancaster. 2 B serre [?] de Fleurs
de Lis O & a Label of 5 points A for Angolesme.  3d & a Lion passant
guardant O. for Guyon, 4th Qry 1 & 4 © a Chief Indented B for Butier Earl
of Omond. 2 & 3 A A Lion rampant crowned G for Rockford,  5th England
with a Labe! here it is as on the first, 6. Cheacuy O & B for Warren.

These Arms belonged fo Queen Anne Boleyn, & are carved onthe wainscot
also of ths Organ Loft in Kings College Chapel in Cambidge. See my vol:
1. p. 101. Sandford in his Genealogical History takes notice of them at 2.
457. Yet there is a difference in his Account betweaen these Arms & those
at Strawbeny Hill,

Arms of Queen Anne Boieyn [three drawings follow]  cowe 1762179

In the window of seven lights, are severa! curious pieces of painted glass;
as, the Arms of Anne Boleyn with the quarterings which the king allowed her
to bear of the families from which she was descended, though with no ight
of quatering: a large lion coloured:; four large angels in Diock and white;
cypher and porfcullis of king Ecward; arms of Clinfon and Radcliffe:; fine
heads In biack and white of Charlemagne, prince Willam, and prince
Maurice of Orange, &c [D 1784 p.452]

Geoige Perfect HARDING.  [painted glass shiefd], watercolour,

Farmington Bawiiee Lxtrg
Hustrated p 102

the window, composed of seven lights, has several curicus pieces of
painted glass. Evans 164

Repair lower caserments, alfer swing pattem o
reproduce in —~ 1865 photographic view.

Reinstate painted glass to upper casements,

S/1/2 M1 Walpole's Bedehamber




ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
1842 May 21 HORACE WALPCLE'S BED CHAMBER.
17 A very rich and beauiful cenfre piece of rare old staired glass, the
colours remarkably vivid, at the top a miniature Porfrait of the Emperor
Charlemagne, the centre representing the Arms of Anne Boleyn, most
brilliant in colour and very curous, with four medcaliions of Wheatsheaves,
the Porculis of Westminster and the initials of Edward VI, and  Lion
couchant ¢t the bottom, 31 inches by 13
bought by Hull feor £5-5-0
18 A pair of Angels in bister, beautifully drawn from the designs of A.
Diepenback, with golden and red Lions rampant ot the top, 1652, 31
inches
Greathead..£2-12-6
19 A pair of ditto, to mateh, with Coals of Arms at the top, 1652, 31 inches
by 13
Swaby..... £1-15-0
20 A pair of extremely beautiful pieces of cld stained glass, with Portraits of
williom and Mawice, Princes of Orange, Moses receiving the Tables of the
Law, 1612, afigure of Ceres and two very fine pieces representing Flermish
Repasts, from designs by Lucas Van Leyden, anc eight ,extrernely curicus
old medatiions, each 31 inches by 13 SALE 239
Town and Emanuel...£5-0-0
DOORS
$/1/2D 1 Linking door to Plaid Bedchamber. D1 Opening probably formed 1755/6; all siements confemporary 1o
construction apart from those noted:
archittave  moulded ; verso pidin flat timber with edge architave  Verso possibly C18, requires paint analysis for dating.
slightly curved.
frame  Deep embirasure fo accommeodate thickness frame
of wall. Verso side rebated possibly to receive
coor.
leaf Seven pane! type recto with additional leaf  Probably C18 but construction detail of frame suggests mid C19.
composition enrichment, verso without C19,
possibly missing second door leaf to fraime on
Plaid Bedchamber side of frarme which wouid
explain missing omamentction to door leaf.
hardware  Three butt hinges, Evidence of mortice lock hardware  Mid C19 or early C20.
seen on frame and feaf but all elements lost,
fumiture  Drop handle, oval metal escutcheon with key fumiture  handle possible AER; escutcheon complies with C18 model
hole wind rounded bottorn.
other plastic hook on ieaf to verso ather

5/1/2 Mr Walpole's Bedchamber




ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
511/20D2 Tosidiicase D2 opening formed 1755/6; all elements coeval unless noted, as above
archittave moulded, standard patten, same on both architrave
sides
frame frame
leat  Seven panel type, enichment 1o panels oth leaf  Enrchrments to panels mid C19.
sides
hardware  1+L type hinge hardware
fumiture  Drop type handle, fire gilt bronze. funiture  handle possibly AER addition
other  Upper tigngular panel hinged from inside other  Hinged panel possitly C19 alteration, required
$/1/2D 3 Southemn door to cupboard D3 possibly mid C18 with the following exceptions
architrave  none, blind or jib door architrave
frame  Integrated into partition frame
lecf Rectanguler, framed apparently fo be leat
covered, light-weight.
hardware  Butt hinges 1o fiarme hardware  Hinges 2 /2 C19 or early C20.
fumiture  drop bail handles funiture  could be AER renewal as screws appear to be machine cut
other  verso covered with polished linen other  lining probably early C20
5/1/2 D4 Northern door o cupboard: as above. D4 AlelementsasD 3
archifrave architrave
frame frame
lecf leaf
hardware hardware
furniture furniture
other other
CUPBOARD
Cupboard formed by joinery parlilion in chimneybreast Uncertain Requires scientific analysis
recess with flush doors as wall through to have been
added by Lady Waldegrave, but requires examination.
SeeentyforD 3 + D 4.
Celling of cupboard boarded, walls covered with at least
three types of wallpaper. See below, WALLPAPER.
DECORATION
Present paper hung about 1993, plasticated or Vinyl type | ~1993

printed paper with repefifive pattern of honeysuckle.
Joinery painted white with enrichments fo doors picked out
in goid pairt, and comice cppears to be gided,

/172 Mr Watpole's Bedchamber
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ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
WALLPAPER
Throughout the roam, a floral machine print with vinyl type | ~1993 decorative improvemeants in the house.
finish. Areas of the paper scraped and the paper fom.
Cis Assumed ‘maock fiocked' paper hanging in closet ielates to C18 decoration of
Overall walls feel very fiat suggesting surfaces have been the room; no archival evidence.
completely stipped. 1856 [Cowtan & Son Archive] Register Book, page marked Countess Waldegrave
with sample of patiem. Sample relates o paper in closet.
In the cupboard three types of paper visible: 1972 Cormice and wall shown in Country Life photograph with different paper than
at present.
Top layer, ‘cobbage’ roses with blue green foliage, relates
to Cowtan bock entry, probably ~1856.
Middle Iayer,
Bottom layer, blue ground paper and flocked pattern, fop
with banded pattemn. The pattern of the flocking suggests
alarge-scale fumishing damask. Flocking discoloured, will
require analysis to identify dyestuff and appropriate colour,
FURNITURE
A rnahogany bedstead, late C19 1756 (Nov] 10 p“ for white bed &c 38 7 0. Toynbee ACCOUNTS 7
1783 Augl [HW 1o Lord Strafford]... Above a week ago, when broad awake, the doors
A 3/4 height bookcase, dark stained, C19 of the cabinet by my bedside rattied, without a breath of wind. [FN9)
35 373
A brown wood wiiting table
A chest of draws
PICTURES Munitz eniargement of Pornpelo Battoni miniaiure and the view of the Ve
AND the view of Donnington-Castle were purchased by Wiggatt Chute and
None are now at The VWNE, HANTS
Qver door:

1756 June 24

1784

od Mr Muniz for painting the

China room, gothic letters in library, Mr

Chute’s picture &c.. 31 10 0. Toynbee Accounts &
Over the chimney. View of the Vine in Hampshire, the seat of John Chute
esq; by Mlntz.

A small print of Mr Andrews's Gothic house near Dennington-Castie and
Spine-Hili, Berkshire; designed by John Chute esq;

Fifteen small drawings of English and French comedians; by Fesch.

View of the gate at St. Edmund at Bury.

A fable, in cut paper on looking-glass: by Bermingharn.

Over the door, Head of John Chute esq; by Mintz, after Pompeic Battoni.

Description al

$/1/2 Mr Walpele's Bedchamber




HISTORICAL DETAIL

WORKS

ITEM
Fixtures
Bell pulls On nortn wall metal fubes projecting from | bell pulls 2/2C19
comice, indicating C19 position of bed.
Radiator Hot water radiator mounted beneath Remove radiator.

wincdow

S/1/2 M Walpole's Bedchamber
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Mr Walpole's bedchamber was formed, One version of the East elevation
must have had the Plaid bedchamiper and Library fising with no building in
between, which helps fo expldin Walpele's descrigtion of the south eaqst
comer of the house appearing as a tower.

ITEM HISTORICAL DETAIL WORKS
[_DOCUMENTS
Letters +33 402 +35 373 cabinet by HW's bedside at [not
+10 320 +35 259 | am bullding... cerfain if this Is corect roomj
<1753 Three: Chute proposdls for the east and south elevation: show a gap where

1754

J Woolston View of Strawberry Hif and Richard Bentley Frontis piece 1o
Memoirs of the Reign of George I shows the East Elevation of the house
without the Walpole Bedchamber

1756

buitt over the Breakfast Roorn [Oreans 1980]

1755 Oct 31

HW to Bentley] | am fitting up the old kitchen for a china-room: Fom
building a bedchamber for myself over the old blue-room, in which linfend
‘o die, though not yet: and sorme trifles of this kind, which | do not specify

io you, because | intend to reseve a litfle to be quite new to you. Adieu!
35 259
Toynbee Accounts 86

=>1756

the steppad gable (Figs 8-10). the bedchamber in which, Walpole
recorded, "lintend fo die, though not yet™ . The east bay window was not
extended dewn fo the ground floor until sometime after 1764 and before

1774, perthaps in 1766 when the Breakfast Room was altered. Quy
12

1756 June 24

pd Mr Muntz for painting the
China room, gothic lefters in library, Mr
Chute's picture &c.. 31 10 Q. Toynbee Accounts &

1756 [Nov| 10

p for white bed &c 38 70 Tovnbes ACCOUNTS 7

1756 Dec 11

new bedch, & ching room 148 5 2. Toynbee ACCOUNTS 7

5/1/2 Mr Walpole's Bedchamber
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