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NEW PLAY AREA

The new play area is proposed as an extension to the 
existing fenced free-play or dog-free area at Marble Hill 
Park, opposite the Stables cafe. The existing area will remain 
unchanged. The new area adjacent will have its own 
separate gated entry with an additional gate connecting 
the two areas. A natural ‘dead hedge’ boundary is proposed 
around the perimeter of the new play area as a more 
sympathetic solution to a traditional fence. New play features 
will be low-lying and natural in style, such as stepping logs, 
low wobble boards and barefoot paths. New tree planting is 
proposed to provide shade with a meadow understorey to 
create enclosure. A long curved timber bench will sit below 
an existing tree and could be used for outdoor lessons and 
activities. Additional benches are provided to ensure plenty 
of places for parents and carers to sit.

1. Existing dog-free area to remain unchanged
2. New low-level play equipment
3. New tree planting
4. Meadow grasses
5. Dead hedge boundary
6. Bench
7. Willow tunnel

Play area general arrangement 
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CHILD-SIZE PICNIC TABLE SADDLE SEE-SAW WOBBLE BOARDS

1 - Wooden picnic table
2 - Carved plates, cups and cooking 
equipment for pretend play

1 - Wooden see-saw with carved 
features to resemble horses
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1 - Wobble boards with carved animal 
footprints on the surface
2 - Springs
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WORKERS REST STOP

1. Small child-size picnic table
2. Carved timber cups/plates, cooking tools, fixed to table

HORSE SEE-SAW

1. Wooden see-saw with carved horse seats

WOBBLE BOARDS

1. Low timber wobbling boards with animal footprints carved into the surface
2. Springs

Play equipment drawings - Ref. 581_PL_L_15_A
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Brief

Activities and types of play:

Locomotive - balance / agility / weaving 
Social - role play
 

Features:

•	 Ice house seat
•	 Bee hives
•	 Grove play

Conditions:
•	 Inspire curiosity and spark connection to the site
•	 Suitable for children up to 12 years
•	 Allow for ground surface to be retained wherever possible

4.8  INTERACTIVE PLAY INCIDENT PROPOSALS

N i n e p i n  A l l e y :  T h e  r e s t o r e d  N i n e p i n  a l l e y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m u l t i p l e  g a m e s ,  s u c h  a s  q u o i t s ,  s k i t t l e s  a n d  p e t a n q u e .  C a r v e d  w o o d e n  s k i t t l e s 
c o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  H e n r i e t t a ’ s  l i f e .  R e f .  5 8 1 _ P L _ L _ 1 9 _ A

I c e  H o u s e  S e a t :  T i m b e r  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n i n g  a  b e n c h ,  t a k i n g  r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  c . 1 7 4 9  p l a n .  R e f .  5 8 1 _ P L _ L _ 1 8 _ B
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Feature Interpretation:
Nine Pins, Play Cart, Dogs

Play is an important theme within the Park. As well as 
the surrounding sports pitches, the Nine Pin Alley in the 
restored formal garden will provide an opportunity for 
visitors to engage in an eighteenth century activity, and 
it provides a way in to the story of Henrietta – where the 
Nine Pins are characters from her life, and she the ball who 
knocks them down.

The Play theme can also be extended via a mobile cart 
containing other Georgian era games.

Alexander Pope’s poem entitled Bounce to Fop: An Heroic 
Epistle from a Dog at Twickenham to a Dog at Court is 
about Henrietta Howard’s dog, and dogs were used as 
protagonists by Henrietta Howard and Lord Chesterfield 
in a series of letters written in the 1730s. Given this 
importance given to dogs, we wonder whether a play 
facility for dogs could be included in some way, which 
incorporates the poems.

13

Feature Interpretation:
Grotto and Ice House

The Grotto could feature a quote from Henrietta Hotham 
etched into a stone:

“I have work’d so hard in the Groto and Rock 

that it’s fear’d I shall damage my fingers”

The Ice House bench, if it were recreated, could feature a 
quote appropriate to its intimate setting.

13English Heritage 
Skellon Studio

Marble Hill Revived 
Scheme Design Report 

“Words are like Leaves”

Embedded quotes and poetry

Letters and poetry could emphasise the thought that went 
into the development of the park, the imaginative use that 
was made of the park, and to draw visitors into the central 
intrigue of the characters and historical insights revealed by 
the role of writing in their lives. Text could be embedded 
in benches and other new elements such as the Beehive. 
Bench arms could also include tactile motifs.

Quotes by Alexander Pope:

“Words are like Leaves; and where they most 
abound, 
Much Fruit of Sense beneath is rarely found.”

“All gardening is landscape painting. 
Just like a landscape hung up.”

Indicative examples. For accessibility reasons, we 
would not be using upper case or italicised text.

Primary Target Audience:

•	 Expression gain talking points and insights

•	 Stimulation enjoy spectacle, searching out, novelty

•	 Perspective gain insights, reflection

Embedded Interpretation: 
Embedded Quotes 

Quotes from Henrietta, Pope and other sources could be 
embedded in surprising places but perhaps also within 
subtle sculptural interventions such as the Beehive.

These could intrigue visitors as to the story of the house 
and garden, and draw attention to the ideas that informed 
the design of the park and gardens.

Primary Target Audience:

•	 Stimulation gain novel imaginative interventions

•	 Perspective gain opportunities for reflection

•	 Expression – respond to emotive entry-points to big 
ideas

KEY

1 - Timber enclosure with Ice House 
interpretation carving
2 - Bench
3 - Climbing plants
4 - Thicket planting
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KEY

1 - Carved wooden Beehives with 
interpretative play - see Interpretation 
Scheme Design Report, Skellon Studio
2 - Fixed wooden base 
3 - Thicket
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KEY

1 - Entrance gates
2 - Cedec surface
3 - Wooden skittles game
4 - Bench
5 - Yew hedge
6 - Thicket
7 - Post and wire fence
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