Reference: FS31894428
Comment on a planning application

Application Details
Application: 18/2977/FUL
Address: Marble Hill HouseMarble Hill ParkRichmond RoadTwickenhamTW1 2NL

Proposal: 1. Marble Hill House: External decoration and repair work (if a window is substantially rotten, partial or full
replacement of joinery) and replacement rooflight. 2. Stable Block: External alterations, installation of mechanical plant,
timber plant enclosure to the rear and front landscaping (creating an outdoor seating area) to facilitate the refurbishment
of the existing café.3. Service Yard: new pedestrian access and associated refuse storage facilities.4. Landscaping: new
soft and hard landscaping including restoration of gardens, upgrade of sports pitches and facilities, replacement of seating
and new play areas.5. Sports Centre: External ramp for improved access.

Comments Made By
Name: The Gardens Trust Conservation Committee Dr Marion Harney

Address: UNIVERSITY OF BATH UNIVERSITY OF BATH CAMPUS CLAVERTON DOWN BATH BA2 7AY
Comments

Type of comment: Support the proposal

Comment: Letter to The Times

Once again English Heritage’s revised plans to restore Henrietta Howard’s 18th century Pleasure Garden at Marble Hill,
Twickenham came under fire at a community meeting (October 16) from the factional opposition campaign calling itself
‘Love Marble Hill'. Following meticulous survey, archaeological and documentary research, English Heritage’s plan is
based on the ¢.1749 plan by James Dorret and reflects fashionable garden design as advocated by Alexander Pope and
Charles Bridgeman.

Driven by their conspiracy theory, that English Heritage ‘sexed up’ the history to gain HLF funding for the restoration
project, Love Marble Hill display woeful ignorance of garden history and lack of ability to objectively interpret evidence
because everything must fit into their flawed agenda. They offered no alternative interpretation of the actual evidence and
presented no evidence to support their theory for an alternative garden.

English Heritage have adopted local residents’ concerns, particularly placing emphasis on biodiversity and wildlife and
giving careful thought to the siting of the play area for younger visitors. It is hoped that the local community will now
embrace English Heritage's plans and will grasp this positive initiative and once in a life time opportunity to revitalize the
currently degraded site to this important garden’s former glory for the benefit of the historic designed landscape, residents
and visitors alike.

DR MARION HARNEY
Director and Chair of the Conservation Committee, the Gardens Trust
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