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SUMMARY OF
TREE PROTECTION MEASURES

Introduction
This leaflet shall be issued to all site
personnel as part of their induction briefing.

It describes in summary form, the precautions that site
personnel shall at all times follow, to ensure that the
existing trees on the site come to no harm.

The precautions described are neither arbitrary nor
reducible and must be adhered to in full.

These precautions are necessary because unprotected
trees are very vulnerable to damage during demolition
and construction works.

Furthermore, many of the trees on the site are under
LEGAL PROTECTION and damaging them can result in
heavy fines.

Two common misconceptions about trees:

MYTH: Trees have deep taproots and so shallow
excavations will not harm the tree.

FACT: 90% of all tree’s roots are found in the top 600mm
of soil; all excavations near to trees are likely to cause
root damage which can kill the tree.

MYTH: Trees will quickly heal over any bark wound, with
no il effect.

FACT: Bark wounds take years to heal and larger ones
never do; missing bark can lead to disease and even the
death of the tree.

Tree Protection

All trees adjacent to unsupervised work areas have been
protected by fencing.

This fencing must be respected at all times and no
attempts shall be made to damage, bypass or ignore it.

In areas designated for supervised working, no works shall
be undertaken without the supervisor being present or
without him/her issuing a “carry on” chit.

Prohibitions Adjacent to Trees

Inside the exclusion area of the tree protection, the
following prohibitions shall apply.

No digging or scraping

No storage of plant or materials

No vehicular access

No fire lighting

No handling, discharge or spillage or any
chemical substance

 No water-logging

In addition to the above, further precautions shall be taken
near to trees.

e A 10m separation distance shall be observed between
trees and any substance injurious to their health,
including fuels, oil, bitumen, cement (including
washings) builders’ sand, concrete mixing and other
chemicals.

e No fire shall be lit such that flames come within 5m of
any foliage; this shall be taken to mean a fire
separation distance to the leaves of 20m.

Avoiding Damage to Stem and Branches

Care shall be taken when planning site operations to ensure
that wide or tall loads or plant with booms, jibs and
counterweights, can operate without coming into contact
with trees.

Consequently, any transit or traverse of plant in proximity
to trees shall be conducted under the supervision of a
spotter to ensure that adequate clearance is at all times
maintained.

In some circumstances, it may be impossible to achieve
this, necessitating the pruning of the tree.

If this is necessary, a specialist team shall be called in
following referral to the project Arboriculturist.

No tree pruning shall be undertaken by demolition or
construction personnel.

Asking for Help

If you see any damage to a tree or its protective fencing,
or if you need a tree pruning for plant clearance, contact
CBA Trees as follows:

Office Telephone: 02380 986229

REMEMBER:
ALL TREE DAMAGE
IS AVOIDABLE —
SO AVOID IT!




PROTECTIVE FENCING. THIS
FENCING MUST BE
MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE APPROVED PLANS
AND DRAWINGS FOR THIS
DEVELOPMENT.

TREE PROTECTION AREA

KEEP OUT!

(TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990)

TREES ENCLOSED BY THIS FENCE ARE PROTECTED BY
PLANNING CONDITIONS AND/OR ARE THE SUBJECTS OF A
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER.
CONTRAVENTION OF A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER MAY
LEAD TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION

ANY INCURSION INTO THE PROTECTED AREA MUST BE
WITH THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE LOCAL
PLANNING AUTHORITY




COMMON CAUSES OF TREE DEATH

The use of properly positioned protective barriers can prevent tree deaths occurring.

Damage to major limbs must
be avoided.

Ragged wounds speed
infection

Parking of heavy vehicles and cars
must not be allowed near the root
area. Compaction and ol
contamination result

Aftachment of signs,
fences, cables and
winches to a free causes
direct damage and
promotes decay

Fires should not be litin
the vicinity of trees.
Burning by flames causes

dieback and disease. Protective fencing must be

erected at the recommended
distance - see BS5837:2012 for
specification and more details

Avoid bark
damage to
main trunk

Spilling of diesel oil,
Lowering ground levels causes chemicals and cement
severe dieback due to root close to root area

damage and drying out of roots causes root death

v Trenches dug within the root area
Raising ground levels even for only a

will sever roots and this can cause Storage of materials within root
few weeks and by only several instability and crwon dieback. This area causes compaction and
centimetres can suffocate roots, is due to root death from drying out. root suffocation

causing severe dieback Hand dig if required - do not use

machinery.






CBA

The Professional Arboricultural Consultancy

Qualifications of
Stefan Rose

Senior Consultant

Stefan Rose BSc.Hons. AA Tech.Cert. joined CBA Trees in 1998 as a junior
surveyor and having gained extensive knowledge has become a respected Senior
Consultant. He has considerable experience in working as a locum for Local
Authorities, assessing new and extant Tree Preservation Orders, and continues to

work on a number of major development projects nationwide.

As a retained Senior Consultant, Stefan undertakes Health and Safety Audits and
BS5837:2012 Tree Surveys using the latest data capture equipment, together with site
assessments and site monitoring. He also provides advice to prominent development
companies and produces Implications Assessments and Method Statements for the

submission of planning applications.
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