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C.5 CONDITION ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR WOODLAND 

Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) Poor (1 point)

1 Age distribution of trees
1 Three age classes present Two age classes present One age class present

2
Wild, domestic and feral 

herbivore damage

No significant browsing 

damage evident in 

woodland
2

Evidence of significant 

browsing pressure is present 

in 40% or less of whole 

woodland

Evidence of significant 

browsing pressure is present 

in 40% or more of whole 

woodland

3 Invasive plant species3 No invasive species present 

in woodland

Rhododendron or laurel not 

present, other invasive 

species < 10% cover

Rhododendron or laurel 

present, or other invasive 

species > 10% cover

4
Number of native tree 

species

Five or more native tree or 

shrub species found across 

woodland parcel

Three to four native tree or 

shrub species found across 

woodland parcel

None to two native tree or 

shrub species across 

woodland parcel

5
Cover of native tree and 

shrub species 

> 80% of canopy trees and 

>80% of understory shrubs 

are native

50-80% of canopy trees and 

50-80% of understory shrubs 

are native

< 50% of canopy trees and 

<50% of understory shrubs 

are native

6
Open space within 

woodland
4

10 – 20%  of woodland has 

areas of temporary open 

space, unless woodland is 

<10ha in which case lower 

threshold of 10% does not 

apply

21- 40%  of woodland has 

areas of temporary open 

space 

More than 40%  of 

woodland has areas of 

temporary open space

7 Woodland regeneration
5

All three classes present in 

woodland; trees 4-7cm dbh, 

saplings and seedlings or 

advanced coppice regrowth

One or two classes only 

present in woodland

No classes or coppice 

regrowth present in 

woodland

8 Tree health

Tree mortality less than 10%, 

no pests or diseases and no 

crown dieback

11% to 25% mortality  

and/or crown dieback or low 

risk pest or disease present

Greater than 25% tree 

mortality and or any high 

risk pest or disease present

9 Vegetation and ground flora
Ancient woodland flora 

indicators present

Recognisable NVC plant 

community present

No recognisable NVC 

community 

10 Woodland vertical structure6

Three or more storeys across 

all survey plots or a complex 

woodland

Two storeys across all survey 

plots

One or less storey across all 

survey plots

11 Veteran trees7 Two or more veteran trees 

per hectare

One  veteran tree per  

hectare

No veteran trees present in 

woodland

12 Amount of deadwood

50% of all survey plots 

within the woodland parcel 

have standing deadwood, 

large dead branches/ stems 

and stumps 

Between 25% and 50% of all 

survey plots within the 

woodland parcel have 

standing deadwood, large 

dead branches/ stems and 

stumps

Less than 25% of all survey 

plots within the woodland 

parcel  have standing 

deadwood, large dead 

branches/ stems and stumps

13 Woodland disturbance
8 No nutrient enrichment or 

damaged ground evident

Less than 1 hectare in total 

of nutrient enrichment 

across woodland area 

and/or less than 20% of 

woodland area has damaged 

ground

More than 1 hectare of 

nutrient enrichment and/or 

more than 20% of woodland 

area has damaged ground

Indicator
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APPENDIX D LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

D.1 LEGISLATION 

The Environment Act, 20214 

D.2 POLICY 

National 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

The London Plan6 

Policy G1 Green infrastructure 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Policy G5 Urban greening 

 

 

 

Policy G6 Biodiversity and access to nature 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy G7 Trees and woodlands 

 

 

 

 

 

London Environment Strategy 20187 



Objective 5.1 Make more than half of London green by 2050 

Objective 5.2 conserving and enhancement wildlife and natural habitats 

D.3 LOCAL 

London Borough of Richmond Local Plan 2018-2033  

Policy LP12 Green Infrastructure 



Policy LP15 Biodiversity 

Policy LP17 Green roofs and walls 
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