
Design and Access Statement

For applications for planning permission and/or listed building consent 

MATERIALS: brick (the brickwork to the front elevation is painted), laid in irregular Flemish bond. The rear elevation 
is rendered. There is a slate roof and brick stack.

PLAN: the internal plan has a single room to the ground-floor, first floor and garret, with the stair rising in the north-east corner. 
There is a shallow mid-C20 extension to the rear, spanning the width of the house, with a later toilet extension to the east; 
these extensions are not of special interest and are excluded from the listing.

EXTERIOR: the east-facing street frontage has a single window to both the ground and first floors, with a central dormer to 
the attic. The entrance, placed to the north, is narrow, with a cambered arch. The door, reached by a single step, is a C19 
replacement. Both window openings have slightly cambered arches – the arch of the first-floor window is very slight. 

The ground-floor window has eight-over-eight unhorned sash frames set back within the opening, probably dating from the 
first part of the C19. An additional outer groove in the sash box appears to indicate that the window formerly had sliding 
vertical shutters, though this may be the result of the new window being placed within the old sash box.

Indentations for hinges indicate that there were also at one time hinged shutters. The eight-over-eight sash frame in the 
first-floor window is probably also early-C19. 

The parapet is stepped forward. The gable window frame is C20, probably in an earlier setting. A section of particularly 
irregular brickwork below the ground-floor window may indicate the blocking-up of the cellar light. The rear elevation is 
rendered above the C20 lean-to. There is a vertical indentation rising through the west side of this elevation, which is 
reflected in the interior, and may relate to a partial rebuilding of this section. The stack, rising to the west between this and 

No. 6 Water Lane, appears to have been partially rebuilt, possibly in connection with rebuilding work at No. 6. This elevation of 
No. 4 has two small central window openings, lighting the stair enclosure on the first floor, and the garret. 

Both openings have replacement window frames, the upper one apparently being part of a sash frame adapted to the space.

The brick lean-to has a pantiled roof. The later toilet extension has a monopitched roof with a corrugated metal covering.

INTERIOR: the front door opens into the ground-floor room. The plain stone chimneypiece with timber shelf is thought to date 
from the early C19. To right of the fireplace is a two-door cupboard incorporating adzed C18 panels. 

There is a section of C19 vertical boarded panelling to the back wall, covering the indentation. The planked back door is probably 
C18 or early-C19, with a later small glazed opening and other alterations. The iron strap hinges and latch may be original, despite 
the use of later screws. On the north side of the door are carved the initials ‘MT’. The skirting here, and in much of the rest of 
the house, is probably early-C19. A strip of applied dado rail and one of picture rail on the north wall is late-C20. The stair, which 
is probably early-C19, rises in the north-east corner, enclosed by vertical boarded panelling with a beaded edging to the boards; 
there has been some replacement of panelling in the C20. Beneath the stair, on the ground floor, is a cupboard with its original door. 

Much of the stair panelling to the ground floor has been replaced, as has the door to the stair enclosure, possibly with re-use of 
the original hinges. The stair rises straight from the ground floor, with winders in the north-east corner. 
On the first floor, the stair enclosure forms an angled partition, with an opening into the first-floor room. In this room is an 
early-C19 timber chimneypiece with a beaded detail to the opening; the shelf may be a replacement. The fireplace retains a C19 
Pantheon hob-grate. A moulded window surround has been added in the C19 to the main window opening in this room. An 
exposed beam and wall-plate in this room have been carved with chamfers and stops in the C20. On the attic floor, the stairwell 
is enclosed by a C20 balustrade. In the attic room, the roof structure has been covered, though the wall-plate is exposed, as is 
part of the altered eastern truss. There is a small C19 chimneypiece in this room, probably with a later shelf. The chimneybreast 
is decorated with mid-C20 magazine covers; this decoration was done in the late C20. The building’s cellar has been filled in.

The rear extension*, on the site of an earlier extension, contains the kitchen and bathroom, the partition between the two having 
been removed; the later toilet extension* is to the east.

* Pursuant to s.1 (5A) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (‘the Act’) it is declared that the 
aformentioned features are not of special architectural or historic interest.



Day of Instalation arrangements

·  All surfaces to be handled with care and repairs to holes to be filled
·  Public House will be Closed through out the signage replacement.
·  All entrances, will be closed to traffic on day of installation. 
·  General horizontal/vertical circulation and layout arrangements is not applicable  
·  Appropriate use of surface materials will be adhered to under the 
  Equality Act 2010.·All work done is external work only 
·  An assessment of means of escape has been taken and has no entrances 
  blocked while installation is done.   

2.

3. Design on the existing site signage.

Keeping the heritage feel of the existing signage, we aimed to give it a fresh look and 
retaining the current signs positions. Renew lighting and lanterns. 

No. 4 Water Lane, a house thought to date largely from the early-C19, but probably incorporating 
earlier fabric, is listed at Grade II, for the following principal reasons: 

* Date: as a building in which the great majority of the fabric pre-dates 1840; 

* Historic interest: as a very modest dwelling in the centre of Richmond, thought to have connections 
both with the commerce of the nearby river, and the adjacent historic brewery; 

* Interior: the interior, thought to date largely from the early C19, retains its single-room plan, with a 
corner stair enclosed by partitioning, as well as chimneypieces, windows, and skirting; 

* Rarity: it is rare to find such a modest interior of this date, largely unchanged, especially in what is 
now an urban and developed area; 

* Group value: with the former Collins’ brewery building, listed at Grade II, the White Cross Hotel, the 
Old Ship public house, and with other nearby listed buildings.     

 


